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Foreword by the Bavarian War Archives 


To the extent that the tremendous events of the World War fall into the 
hands of the past, the need of those who fought in the war to recall their personal 
experiences by means of literature grows more and more. The Bavarian War 
Archives therefore responded to the request of the Reich Archives to participate in 
the publication of a collection of "Memoir Sheets of German Regiments" for the 
Bavarian Army, all the more readily as today's price conditions make it possible for 
a long time to publish extensive and detailed regimental histories, which should 
also be accessible to the less well-off, make it almost impossible. Prepared on the 
basis of the war files kept in the war archives by members of the units concerned, 
these commemorative sheets in booklet form contain information about the most 
important war experiences for each unit, and thus form a stimulating and reliable 
reference work for all who fought in the unit or members in its ranks have lost. If 
possible, the collection should include all peacetime and wartime formations of the 
former Bavarian army. The order of appearance depends on the completion by the 
editors. Smaller formations with fewer personnel will be grouped together in one 
booklet. The memorial pages of the non-Bavarian formations published by the 
Reichsarchiv Potsdam are published by Gerhard Stalling, Oldenburg. 

Only excerpts from the war diaries, only a war chronicle are concerned; 
some legitimate requests for a more detailed description of the battle events, for 
more numerous maps and pictures, for the inclusion of descriptions of comrades- 
in-arms, etc. could unfortunately not be realized due to the price range. However, 
the hope can be expressed that the notebooks in this form will also fulfill their 
purpose of recording memories of great times and deeds and will thus at the same 
time form a welcome suggestion and basis for later, more detailed historiography. 
At this point we would like to express our special thanks to the editors who made 
themselves available in a selfless manner for the comradely cause. 


Munich, in December 1920. 


Bavarian War Archives. 


Foreword! 


The following notes are called "memories" and give a brief overview of the 
various uses of the b. Ldst.Inf.Batl. Rosenheim (I. B. 3.) during the World War 
1914/18. 

Through these sheets, which without much ornamentation only 
chronologically reproduce the minor and major events of the battalion, from the 
enthusiastic departure to the unfortunate end of the war, it is intended to be a 
modest memorial to all the fallen, deceased and, last but not least, the living 
relatives of the battalion duty, iron perseverance, and heroic self-sacrifice. 

Anyone who shared joy and sorrow with the battalion from the time it was 
formed until it was demobilized, as the author of these papers did, and who also 
still believes in the rebirth and future of the German people today, will be filled 
with pride and joy when they repeat the deeds let these good Landsturm men pass 
you by. During a long war, far away from house and home, from wife and children, 
they did hard work to protect their homeland and fatherland from the horrors of 
war. 

The German people had to endure a gigantic struggle against a world of 
enemies and envious people. Anyone who has been part of this gigantic struggle 
will be happy to pick up the reminder pages that will take you back to the great 
time of national enthusiasm and unity. In loyal fellowship and heroic struggles, in 
self-sacrificing privation and perseverance, the world has seen nothing like it, 
nothing greater. 

The fact that this struggle had the unfortunate end for our German 
fatherland was not the fault of the individual. Similar enthusiasm, the same 
willingness to make sacrifices, the same standing together of South and North 
should always remain a shining example worth emulating for the descendants of 
those who experienced this great, iron time. 


Munich, June 1921. 


The Author. 
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The Battalion in the World War. 


I. Formation and Departure. 
(August 31 to September 18, 1914.) 


As a result of the call of the Landsturm in the area of b. I. A.C. on August 31, 
1914 in Rosenheim the b. Ldst.Inf.Batl. Rosenheim formed as a mobile unit and in 
Munich on September 1st in the Prince Arnulf barracks by the replacement 
battalion of the Inf.Leib-Rgts. compiled. Lieutenant Colonel z. D. Korle. 

The battalion is housed in the spacious halls of the "Münchner Kindl Keller". 
The battalion's decommissioning, outfitting and equipment lasts until September 
18, and on that day it receives the order to march off as being "ready for action". 
The day before, on September 17, in the pouring rain, in the courtyard of the 
Turkish barracks, with other Landsturm formations, the battalion was bid farewell 
by His Majesty King Ludwig III, who spoke warm words of introductory words and 
best wishes for the departing battalion. 

The battalion, made up mainly of veterans from the districts of 
Berchtesgaden, Laufen, Traunstein, Rosenheim and Aibling, and a small number of 
people from Munich, made an excellent impression. The bearded, weather-tanned 
faces under the black oilcloth hat with the yellow Landwehr cross are beaming 
with enthusiasm. When on September 18, 1914 at 11 a.m. the battalion decorated 
with flowers started the march to the main station, the whole of Munich cheered 
the Landsturm men and wished them a speedy, victorious, happy reunion. At 1 
o'clock in the afternoon the long transport train panted out of the hall and led the 
battalion west. Up to this day the battalion was subordinate to the deputy 1st 
Inf.Brig. 

The journey goes via Augsburg, Ulm, straight through the beautiful Black 
Forest, further via Donaueschingen, Offenburg, Kehl, Straßburg. The "Red Cross" 
has set up catering stations at all major train stations, which feed the troops so 
well that some secretly wish they had a second stomach to be able to accommodate 
all the good things. 
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II. Home Guard. 
(19. 9. to 20. 11. 1914.) 

On September 19, 1914 in the evening, after the Rhine had passed near Kehl 
to loud cheers, the battalion was unloaded in Bischheim in Alsace. Staff, 3rd and 
Ath Companies are in Wanzenau, the 1st and 2nd Companies housed in good 
bourgeois quarters in Reichstett. The battalion is subordinated to the section 
command Strasbourg-North (Lieutenant Colonel Herold), which belongs to the 
Governorate of Strasbourg. 

The field training of the troops is being worked on diligently until October 2; 
drills, field service and target practice are held. At Fort Fransecky, Zwischenwerk 
Neu-Empert, Fort Moltke, as well as at various bridges and important crossing 
points, sentries and guards are posted. As a result of frequent alarm reports about 
enemy planes, spies and other suspicious persons, this security duty is very varied 
on the one hand, but also extremely tiring on the other. 

From October 2, the 2nd Company reports directly to the Strasbourg 
Command and takes over the protection of the railways on the routes: 

Schiltigheim - Vendenheim - Brumath; Schiltigheim - Wanzenau - 
Gambsheim; Vendenheim - Weyersheim - Kurzenhausen. 

The 3rd Company is subordinated to the Landwehr Inspectorate in 
Strasbourg and has the railway protection on the routes: 


Brumath - Mommenheim - Zabern; Mommenheim - Ingweiler - Adamsweiler; 
Pfaffenhofen - Buchsweiler - Steinburg - Zabern; Buchsweiler — Ingweiler to take 
over. 

On October 26, the Rosenheim Battalion received the "Strassburg-North" 
section of the fortress, and from that day onwards the staff quarters in the "English 
Court" estate. 

On November 5, the 1st Company replaced the 2nd Company in railway 
protection, and on November 6th the 4th Company replaced the 3rd Company. 

After the battalion on November 11 took 142,500 live cartridges as well as 
the field-grey uniforms that had been missing until then, it is now fully equipped 
for war. 

On November 20, the fortress section Strasbourg-North, as well as the 
railway protection, which the 1st and 4th Companies had to provide, was handed 
over to the 1st Ldst. Information Battalion handed over to Cassel. The Rosenheim 
battalion was assembled in the Margareten barracks in Strasbourg and on the 
following day, November 21, 1914, received the marching order to Markirch in 
Alsace, in order to come to the front for the first time. 
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III. Trench Warfare in the Vosges. 
(22. 11. 1914 bis 10. 9. 1915.) 


Introduction. 


The Vosges front was a secondary theater of war. However, major combat 
operations were possible at any time if the French had tried, as at the beginning of 
the war and then again in the spring of 1915 in the southern Vosges, to snatch 
Alsace from us by pushing through the mountains. 

In October and early November 1914, the French were thrown back step by 
step to the border ridges of the Vosges. But even in the coming period there was 
never a lack of attempts to regain the lost ground. In the Markirchner section, 
these attempts failed, as they did everywhere else. The vigilance and bravery of 
the reserve, Landwehr and Landsturm troops, who kept a sharp border guard, 
prevented any enemy intrusion. 


Stellungsdienst. 


During the short stay in Strasbourg there is an opportunity to meet other 
Landsturm formations that were already in the front line. One hears of their deeds 
with amazement and a touch of envy, so that it seems understandable that the 
Rosenheim Battalion's desire to go to the front is growing. When the wish is 
fulfilled, the enthusiasm is great and the order to transport it away is received with 
loud cheers. 

On November 22, 1914, at 2 a.m. in the morning, the train with staff, 1st and 
2nd Companies, and baggage left Strasbourg for St. Kreuz, the last station behind 
the front, which was still within the firing zone drive. With blinded lights, silently, 
one might almost say, the train creeps west. Each individual is busy with his 


thoughts, which lead him back to his homeland, to his wife and children. "Who 
knows if we'll see each other again" probably crosses the mind of some. It is 
painfully cold in the dark, unheated compartments. The unloading takes place in 
St. Kreuz without a sound, the commands are only given in a muffled voice; just as 
noiselessly the troop marches in the dark night towards the destination of 
Markirch. The occasional flash of light in front of us, followed by a dull thud, 
clearly indicates that we are significantly approaching the combat zone. 

The troops arrive in Markirch at around 6 o'clock in the morning and are 
temporarily directed to an empty factory where the carefully screened windows 
and their shattered panes indicate that grenades have often fallen into the town. 
When it only begins to day, you can see in the village 
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even numerous traces of heavy shelling and with each of the artillery shots that 
sounded alarmingly close, but especially when the shells howled through the air 
above their heads, everyone made a deep bow. It is music that is still too unknown, 
but this reverence is quickly lost and the ear soon distinguishes between one's own 
fire and that of the enemy. As everything becomes habit, so also here; after just a 
few days, every male smiles at the anxious feeling. One becomes familiar with the 
danger, which from now on will remain a constant companion of the battalion. 

The battalion is subordinate to the 52nd, later 61st Ldw.Brig. (Div. Ferling), 
a Wurttemberg formation belonging to the Eberhard Corps, Army Department 
Falkenhausen. The 1st and 2nd Companies are tactically under the command of 
the "von Rath" regiment and occupy the outpost position "Klein-Leberau" in 
Leberthal. 

On November 23, the battalion takes over the business of the local command 
in Markirch, which due to the heavy occupancy of the place with troops of all 
kinds, including the Bavarian. 1st Ldst.Inf.Batl. Passau, are very extensive. The 
civilian population is for the most part still present and, with rare exceptions, not 
too friendly to the German soldiers. There are some cases of espionage and 
betrayal of our troops, so arrests are commonplace and the court-martial has a lot 
of work to do. 

The 3rd and 4th Companies, which had meanwhile been relieved from rail 
protection, arrive in Markirch at 7 a.m. on November 24 and are also housed in an 
empty factory. The officers and some of the non-commissioned officers are 
assigned to quarters. 

The 1st Company, which moved into the "Klein-Leberau" outpost position on 
November 22, received its baptism of fire. Shortly after moving into the position, 
which consisted only of an unprotected sunken road and a pair of half-built houses, 
the company with a few dozen light shells and shrapnel which miraculously do no 
further damage apart from great confusion. On November 25th at 6 a.m. the 4th 
Company took over the outpost position "Rauhenthal" and was tactically 
subordinate to the 3rd Company of the Brig.Ers.Batl. 82 (Major Schotte). Within 
the battalion, the occupation is now regulated in such a way that one company 
stays in position for 4 days, one company takes over security and patrol duty in and 
around Markirch, while one company is in the village itself and, in addition to the 
local security service, carries out cleaning and repair work. 


Almost every day, especially after dark, there was lively mutual infantry and 
machine gun fire across the entire front, while during the day Markirch and the 
surrounding area, but especially the streets: 
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Markirch-Eckerich and Markirch-St. Kreuz and the station district are under 
enemy artillery fire, which claims many casualties among the military and civilian 
population. It is usually answered vigorously by their own artillery. Both outpost 
positions are little developed and especially the position "Klein-Leberau", whose 
line of defense, as already mentioned, consists only of an unprotected ravine 
constantly manned by a platoon of infantry, urgently needs to be expanded. 
Equally primitive are the advanced field guards and non-commissioned officer 
posts with their weak obstacles. The "Rauhenthal" position is somewhat better off 
in this respect, which due to its favorable location on the slope of the Schulberg, 
between Klein-Leberau and the Brézouard (Großer Bluttenberg), protected by 
mighty forests in front of it, is not so much protected from bombardment and 
above all is not exposed to a surprise enemy attack. But here, too, there is a lack of 
shelters and developed defensive positions. 

The first Christmas in the field, which is now approaching, is celebrated by 
the troops in companies, partly in position, partly in Markirch. The distant 
homeland has lovingly commemorated the brave warriors in the form of rich gifts 
of love of all kinds, which are spread out under large, light-beaming firs. However, 
the enemy tried to disturb the celebration and on Christmas Eve there was such 
heavy infantry and machine gun fire all along the line that one could assume the 
heaviest battle and that we in Markirch must be prepared for an alarm at any time. 
Unfortunately, the first Christmas for the battalion ends sadly, as on December 26, 
1914 it has to mourn the first bloody loss, the death of two popular officers (First 
Lieutenant Herzinger and Deputy Officer Rumschottel). As a result of a 
misunderstanding, the two officers, on a patrol against the enemy, carried out for 
the first time in snow shirts, are shot dead by their own guard, who sees those 
approaching as turkos. 

On February 18, 1915, the 39. Res.Div. a stronger attack on the French 
position, which was carried out by the 52nd Ldw.Brig. supported by increased fire 
activity in our sector and active patrols. The two position companies are involved. 

In the Markirch section, the mutual positions have an average distance of 
1000 to 1200 m. On the right wing at Ers.Batl. 84 the French position came within 
a few meters of the German trenches, in order to remain separated from the 
Rauhenthal position by a wide valley, the Leberthal and Lernythal. In front of the 
position, still in the area of permanent patrols, is the Cote de Ste. Marie 
(Diedolshauserhohe), on the right wing of the Col de St. Dié (St. Diedelerhohe), 
both located on the former German-French border, 
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upstream. Almost every day the positions of the two companies came under 
artillery, infantry and machine-gun fire, sometimes stronger, sometimes weaker. 
The easily maneuverable, small French mountain guns (donkey cannons), which 
appear somewhere surprisingly quickly and disappear just as quickly after a few 
positions, are particularly unpleasant. There is a threat of infantry fire at all the 


points viewed, as these points are constantly monitored by enemy snipers. The 
enemy moves extremely cautiously within their trenches and only at night does 
noise reveal their presence. According to prisoner statements and investigations, 
we are faced with: Alpenjager and French Landwehr, among which are also 
colored French. 

In the course of January 1915, the battalion received equipment for 4 
telephone squads, four one-horse field kitchens and several donkeys as pack 
animals for transporting food and ammunition to the Rauhenthal position on the 
Schulberg. Both positions are thoroughly expanded over time, wire entanglements 
and trenches are reinforced, existing shelters are expanded, covered with 
bulletproof covers and new ones are laid out. In Markirch and Eckerich artillery 
hits caused severe fires several times, which the crews of the watch and rest 
companies put out at the risk of their lives. The guard at the south-west exit is shot 
at particularly frequently and the building is hit by several heavy shells. 

In the east, increased readiness is ordered for the guard and rest company, 
since enemy attacks are threatening, but these usually break down as a result of 
the vigilance and attitude of the position troops. 

On March 22, in St. Kreuz, a tour of the areas of the 61st Ldw.Brig. standing 
Bavarian troops by HRH Prince Leopold of Bavaria, to which the 2nd Company, 
which is currently at rest, is ordered. 

When the weather is clear, our own and also the enemy's air activity is very 
active, despite defense by artillery and machine gun fire; a French captive balloon 
can also be seen in clear weather in the direction of St. Dié. 

Until April 9, 1915, both the outpost positions and Markirch and the 
surrounding area were only fired at with a smaller caliber. On this day, the "Klein- 
Leberau" position received 15 cm shells for the first time, which caused 
considerable damage to the house of NCO post No. 5 without causing any 
casualties. From now on, Markirch was also bombarded mostly by heavy artillery. 
During the shelling on April 13th and 16th, great material damage is caused. 

On May 11, on the brigade's orders, a platoon from the outpost company 
Klein-Leberau was assigned to the Brig.Ers.Batl. 84 parked to reinforce the local 
trench crew. On May 18, 1915, the "Klein-Leberau" position was replaced by the b. 
1st Ldst.Inf.Batl. Passau (1.B.5.) taken over. That 
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Battalion Rosenheim refers to this from the Ers.Batl. 82 held the "Haykot" 
outpost position, which adjoins the "Rauhenthal position" on the left. 

The Haykot section, a pronounced mountain position, about 1000 m high, 
has already been excellently expanded and strongly fortified by the previous crew. 
From here you have a wide view of the opposite heights and the French positions. 

The replacement is now regulated in such a way that the "Rauhenthal" 
outpost company replaces the "Haykot company", which then comes to Markirch in 
peace, while the previous rest company replaces the guard and standby company, 
and this in turn replaces the "Rauhenthal" outpost company. It is achieved by each 
company staying 8 days in position and 8 days in Markirch, so that the march to 
and from position is now necessary every 8 days instead of every 4 days, thus 
avoiding losses during the approach. 

On July 7, the 1st Company, which was just at rest, received an alarm at 
1:00 a.m. and, at 4:00 a.m., set off on a field march with all vehicles to Leberau, 


where they were informed by brigade orders that they belonged to a combined 
battalion that also had consists of one company each of the 1st Landsturm 
Battalions Passau, Wasserburg and Weilheim, which arrive in Leberau at the same 
time and collect at the station. At 12 noon the combined battalion under the 
command of the commander of the 1st Ldst.Inf.Batl. Passau (Captain Narcils*), 
transported by train to Moussey (Mulsach) i/Lorraine, to at Emberménil in the area 
of the 1st b. Ldw.Div. to carry out trench work in the front line until July 11th. On 
July 12, the company returns to the battalion in Markirch. 

Between August 9 and 16, Eckerich and Markirch, in the latter place mainly 
the station district, are heavily shelled by heavy artillery. The goods hall catches 
fire, an ammunition train that cannot escape in time is partially destroyed, one of 
the large gas tanks of the gas works explodes, various military and civilian people, 
including children, are killed. 

On August 17, 1915, at Weiler station, east of Markirch, under the command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Korle, a parade took place in front of His Majesty King 
Ludwig III. instead of. The Bavarian troops based in Markirch, a combined 
company from the battalion, take part in this parade. H. M. the king greets his 
brave Landsturm men in a lengthy speech, thanks them for their loyal devotion, 
spurs them on to persevere further and concludes with the wish for a speedy, 
happy return home, to beautiful Bavaria. German airmen circle during the parade 


*) In times of peace, District Administrator in Kelheim; Killed in Russia in 
1916. 
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the square to prevent enemy planes from disrupting the celebration. After the 
parade, all participants climb up to the Hochkonigsburg, the renovated, medieval 
castle property of the German Emperor, from whose proud height you can enjoy a 
wonderful view of the Vosges and far into the Rhine valley. 

Outpost service continued steadily, but the difficulties of service, especially 
the significant march to high positions, were beginning to affect the battalion's 
health. There are numerous heart problems. 

In the month of August, a pretty memorial was erected at the height of the 
Schulberg, designed and executed by a non-commissioned officer (Schwoob) of the 
battalion, to commemorate the long period of time that Bavarian Landsturm troops 
had been in the Vosges. It is handed over to the municipality of Markirch. On 
September 8th, the peace company moved to Strasbourg and took over the guard 
duty in this city. 

On September 9 and 10, 1915, the position companies and the local 
command in Markirch were replaced by the Friedberg Landsturm infantry 
battalion (Colonel Weimer). In the afternoon at 1 o'clock the three companies 
march to Leberau to the cheerful sounds of the music of the Passau battalion, in 
order to be transported from there by train to Strasbourg at around 6 o'clock in 
the evening. Bagage and staff will follow later. 

This marks the end of the battalion's first use in front-line service. In 10 
months of uninterrupted position service, the battalion has proven that it knows 


how to put its man in front of the enemy. In spite of the frequent shelling, in spite 
of industrious, dangerous patrols, the losses were fortunately small and, in 
addition to the two officers who died, were limited to three wounded non- 
commissioned officers and men. 

The state of health during the long period of service was always, up to the 
very last time, excellent. The hardships were increased by the fact that most of the 
people never got out of their clothes even during the rest period in Markirch, and 
that the further approach and the mountain position had a strong influence on the 
heart activity of the mostly older age groups. The catering—storage catering—was 
highly appreciated, it was excellent. The relationship between the teams and their 
superiors, who shared joys and sorrows in all situations, was exemplary from start 
to finish. 


IV. In der Etappe. 
(10. 9. 1915 bis 8. 5. 1916.) 
Great joy is reflected in the weather-tanned faces of officers and men, who 
have become gaunt and narrow after a long time at the front, when, on the evening 
of September 10, 1915, Strasbourg, the wonderful 
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beautiful city, is achieved. One thinks very happily of the happily survived time of 
strenuous and dangerous military service in the Vosges. Comfortable 
accommodation, soft beds and, above all, the soothing peace and quiet after the 
daily gunfire, mines and rifle fire, which whips up your nerves, make you quickly 
forget all dangers and hardships. The battalion is accommodated in the Margaret 
barracks, Aurelien and Schopflin schools and in Neudorf. The following day is used 
for thorough cleaning of body, uniform and equipment. In the afternoon, however, 
one sees the Landsturm men strolling along all the streets, neat and clean, 
enjoying the comforts of the city to the fullest. But this sweet idleness does not last 
long - the time is too serious for that - already on September 12, Staff, 1st, 2nd and 
3rd Companies move to Kehl in order to be in the command area of the Eastern 
sector, subordinate to the Strasburg government to do new duty and take over the 
following watches: 

1st Company: barrack guard in Muckenwad1l, 
Kinzigbrucke I (road bridge), 

Port guards I with III. 

2nd Company: Station Guard (Kehl), 

Road Bridge (Rhine) East, 

railway bridge (Rhine), 

Kinzig Bridge II (railway). 

3rd Company: Marlen station, 

base Kirchbach, 

base Eckartsweier, 


Fort Kirchbach, 

Kinzig base, 

Motor vehicle inspection points 15 and 16. 

Staff, 1st and 2nd Companies move into quarters in Kehl itself, while 
the 3rd Company is transferred to Fort Kirchbach. The officers and non- 
commissioned officers and enlisted men who are not on guard duty are 
assigned citizen quarters. The guards (permanent guards), occupied 
accordingly, will be made more homely and comfortable over time. The 3rd 
and 4th Companies located outside Kehl in Fort Kirchbach and Fort 
Blumenthal are barracks. The catering — self-catering — is excellent in 
every respect. 

The 4th Company, which had previously been on guard duty in 
Strasbourg, was replaced on September 14 by a company of II. Batls. of the 
garrison regiment and, as already mentioned, moves into accommodation in 
Fort Blumenthal. The latter company has to post the following guards: 

Section Park Bose, 

Fort Bose, 


Motor vehicle inspection points 17 and 18, 

Blumenthal section park. 

The battalion is now part of the East Section Command (Major General 
Schultz), which is subordinate to the Strasburg Government. On September 16, the 
battalion commander took over the section command on a deputy basis until 
September 27. 

Captive Russians were used for the fortification work in the eastern section 
— the area around the fortress of Strasbourg is still considered “endangered by 
war”. About 1,000 of these men are housed in Fort Bose, and the battalion has to 
provide a strong guard command under the command of an energetic officer. 

Since the battalion has been in Kehl, a large number of ranks and teams 
have been on leave to go home. Likewise, the crews freed from guard duty, 
individually and in groups, are handed over to harvest and vineyard work. The 
latter works are extremely popular, since the employers show their appreciation by 
providing plenty of food and good lodgings. In general, the understanding between 
the civilian population and the "Rosenheimers" is excellent. 

On October 12, 1915, the battalion received its replacement from the 
Landsturm replacement battalion in Augsburg for the first time, having previously 
received the same from the replacement battalion in Munich. This means that 
teams from Swabia and the Allgau join the Upper Bavarian teams. As the sequel 
teaches, only for the good of the troops, as the various tribes maintain all the more 
faithful comradeship in common need and danger. 

The leader of the 1st Company (Captain Deuringer) takes over the command 
of the battalion for the commander who is on leave for three weeks. 

By order of the government, the 2nd Company left Kehl on November 11 and 
took over the protection of the railways on the Molsheim-Zabern line, with the 
company being based in Wasselnheim. On November 13, the 4th Company left the 


previous quarters and went to Barr to take over rail protection on the Molsheim- 
Barr line. 

The 3rd and 1st Companies followed on November 16th and 18th, with the 
former company being assigned to Schlettstadt and the latter to Erstein, in whose 
districts both Companies were also responsible for railway protection. The 
battalion headquarters is transferred to Strasbourg on November 26th. 

The individual companies are now spread far apart and divided up into 
independent guard detachments on the various railway lines, which are controlled 
by the leaders and officers of the company as required. Accommodation and food 
are consistently good, the service gives the teams enough free time, so that the 
mood and state of health are excellent. The parts of the companies not currently 
used in guard duty are placed at the company headquarters in rotation 
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Further training in drill and field service. With the 1st Company as a staff 
company, a battalion band is set up, which is soon trained under a capable music 
master to such an extent that it can alternately give concerts at the locations of the 
battalion and companies. In the main, marching music is practiced. 

Far away from home again, the battalion celebrates its second Christmas in 
the field, depending on whether it is used in larger or smaller formations. This 
time, however, not to the accompanying music of gunfire and gunfire, but far away 
from loved ones at home, longingly thinking of wife and child. The homeland 
remembers its brave sons with gratitude and beautifies the Christmas festival with 
many rich gifts. Dreaming of reunion and imminent peace, the brave Landsturm 
men celebrate this most beautiful of all festivals under the German Christmas tree 
in a happy, uplifted mood. 

The year 1916 is entered in a fairly constant security service. Despite the 
calm and safe use, the battalion unfortunately lost 3 members through death. Far 
from home, they too died a heroic death for their fatherland and their comrades 
stand mourning at their graves and silently and earnestly renew the vow of loyal 
comradeship, of persevering to the end. 

In February 1916, an officer from the battalion was sent to Bitterfeld or 
Germany for an eight-day gas protection course. Detached from Dessau-Berlin in 
order to be able to serve the troops as a gas protection officer in the future. The 
extensive use of toxic gases as weapons of war necessitates the use of protective 
and defensive devices. The gas protection officer is responsible for instructing the 
troops on how to use all protective and defense equipment and to check the gas 
masks and rescue equipment. 

On April 18, 1916, the battalion received orders from the Straßburg 
government to be ready to be transported to Mutzig, where it was stationed at the 
front of the K.W. II (Colonel Karbe) is assumed. The Hessian Landsturm Infantry 
Battalion Friedberg, which comes from Markirch, replaces the Bahnschutz. After 
the ordered relief had been carried out, the 2nd Company from Wasselnheim 
moved in on April 19th, the 4th Company from Barr on April 20th, the 3rd 
Company from Schlettstadt on the 21st and the Stab on April 22nd and 1st 
Company from Strasbourg and Erstein. In Mutzig the battalion is in the barracks of 
the 143rd Inf.Rgts. accommodated, while the officers and some of the non- 
commissioned officers are housed in civic quarters and inns. The food is not as 


good and plentiful as it used to be, but it is still sufficient. Every day there is 
diligent exercise on the large exercise area; Field service drills and sniping are 
held. It means welding the replacements, which mostly consist of unserved teams, 
back together into a harmonious whole. 
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On May 6, the governor of Strasbourg, Lieutenant General von Vietinghoff 
gen. Scheel, inspected the large parade ground of the KW II fortress, which 
showed that the battalion was fit to be used again in the front line. 

On May 7, 1916, the battalion received the order to march. The troops are 
now moving to the front for the second time, this time not with the loud 
enthusiasm of the first time, but with the firm, unshakable resolution to continue to 
do their best for the hard-pressed fatherland and to do their duty to the last breath 
fulfill. 


V. Trench Warfare in French Lorraine. 
(9. 5. 1916 bis 18. 2. 1917.) 


Foreword. 


Since the Battle of Lagarde (11 August 14), the Battle of Lorraine (20-22 
August 14) and the Battle of Nancy-Epinal (22 August-14 September 14), numerous 
graves have been silent Witnesses of the bloody course of these first battles of the 
world war—in Lorraine, too, the war of movement was followed by pure positional 
combat. In 1916, Germany's youth fought for the decision of the world war near 
Verdun and on the Somme and in the Far East in the Carpathians, Galicia, 
Volhynia, and from autumn also in Romania. Meanwhile, on the Lorraine front, an 
iron wall of German Landsturm and Landwehr covered the Strassburg-Metz 
railway, which was so important for the supply of the German western army, and 
the indispensable industrial area near Saarbrucken. The enemy tried to find a 
weak spot in this wall in almost daily advances, sometimes larger, sometimes 
smaller. Such was the situation when the Rosenheim battalion was employed in the 
area of the Lorraine front, between Bezange and Emberménil, more precisely 
between Réchicourt and Mouacourt. 


a) EXPANSION OF THE SECOND POSITION. 

On May 9, 1916, the battalion was ready for a field march in the courtyard of 
the barracks of the 143rd Infantry Regiment. in Mutzig ready to go. The now 
complete music on the right wing. Field kitchens and vehicles are already loaded. 
To the sounds of brisk marching tunes, we head to the station, where the train 
departs at 10:30 in the morning. After a magnificent journey through the Vosges 
via Zabern, Saarburg and Avricourt, the battalion reached its final destination in 
Anslingen (Azoudange) around 5:00 p.m. Avricourt station, where the train stopped 
for some time, shows fresh traces of a heavy shelling, which we understand was 
carried out by a large-calibre long-range gun. The staff moves to Bortenach 
(Bourdonnaye), 
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1st Company to Ommerich (Ommeray), 2nd Company to Gerden (Lagarde), 3rd 
Company to Kreuzbergforst and 4th Company to Mulsach (Moussey). The battalion 
is the b. 1st Infantry Division (Generalleutnant Eder), which belongs to Army 
Department A (General der Infanterie d'Elsa). The 1st, 2nd and 3rd Companies are 
subordinate to the 13th Infantry Brigade, the 4th Company to the 5th Infantry 
Brigade. Within these formations, the troops have the task of building obstacles, 
trenches and tunnels under the direction of assigned engineer officers to be 
carried out in II. position. Due to the urgency of the work, the best possible work 
must be done, regardless of the weather or the protection of people. Only night 
work is possible at the jobs viewed. The march to the individual sections takes up 
to 3 hours. The work sites, especially those of the 1st and 4th Companies, are often 
under artillery fire. In such cases, however, the partially developed positions 
already offer sufficient protection and cover, so that no or only insignificant losses 
occur. Despite the great efforts, mood and health are good for the time being. The 
accommodation leaves a lot to be desired; during the so-called rest period diligent 
work must be done on improving the quarters. The rations (storage rations) are 
plentiful and are brought to the work sites by the field kitchens in the case of 
companies that have to march far. 

On May 24, the commander of Army Section A, General d'Elsa, inspected the 
2nd Company building the position. Likewise, division and brigade commanders 
often convince themselves of the progress of the work. They all express their full 
appreciation to the group. Since the construction of the positions requires a 
greater degree of pioneering technical knowledge, on May 25 four officers, 16 non- 
commissioned officers and 64 enlisted men will take part in a longer course 
(mining course) for Ldw.Pion.Komp. commanded to Wich. 

Arms and all ranks are always deployed, since it can easily become 
necessary to ward off an enemy attack. 

Due to the replacement of the older cohorts and the departure of sick 
people, replacements from home are often necessary, but with a few exceptions, 
they no longer come close to the old tribe of the battalion in terms of training and 
suitability for field service. 

The conditions are extremely difficult when a longer rainy season sets in. 
The soil, a rich loam, forms heavy lumps that cannot be detached from tools and 
feet. Working in the tough clay mud becomes almost impossible, the approach 
routes become groundless. Nevertheless, it is important to overcome all difficulties 
and expand the positions as quickly as possible. 
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b)Postionkrieginofthe first linie. 

By order of the 13th Ldw.Brig. From July 2, 1916, the battalion forms a new 
regiment with two more Landwehr battalions, the Landwehr Regiment "Bolte", 
named after its current leader, Lieutenant Colonel Bolte. The battalion will 
continue to remain independent in economic terms, as well as in its jurisdiction. 
The "Bolte" regiment consists of II./Ldw.Inf.Rgt. 6, III./Ldw.Inf.Rgt. 7 and 
“"Rosenheim"[.] It belongs to the newly formed brigade "Marimont", which is 
deployed between Réchicourt and Mouacourt towards the Parroy forest. On July 
3rd, the battalion was put on hold for the time being, with headquarters and 1st 


Company Ley, 2nd and 4th Companies Monhofen (Moncourt) and 3rd Company 
Saline Ley assigned. 

On July 4, the battalion, for the third time in this war, with other Bavarian 
troops, was captured by King Ludwig III, who had rushed back to the front. visited. 
The visit takes place in the afternoon at 3 p.m. in the park of the castle of Machern 
(Maizieres). On this occasion, the king personally distributes war decorations to 
some non-commissioned officers and enlisted men of the battalion. A march past in 
a group column concludes the impressive celebration. On July 5th, before it goes 
into position, the battalion is equipped with gas masks, which are fitted by the gas 
protection officer in the Ley gas room. During the rest days, exercises with live 
hand grenades take place. During such an exercise, two officers and one man are 
wounded, some seriously, by a ball hand grenade being released prematurely. 

On July 8, 1916, the battalion moves into the outpost position in the left 
sector of the regiment, namely: 

1st Company the "Parroy position", 

2nd Comp. the "Mirabelle Position", 

Ath Comp. the "Bures position". 

The 3rd Company is on standby in Coincourt, where the battalion command 
post is also located. The II./Ldw.Inf.-Rgt. 6. Since the relief can only take place 
after dark, the companies leave their quarters between 6 and 8 p.m. depending on 
their arrival time. The detachment itself takes place under observation of the 
greatest silence. The opponent likes to disturb the same with fire attacks. This time 
it is done without enemy interference. 

The battalion's position is north of the Rhine-Marne canal and the Sanow 
creek. It is partly very well developed, with deep ditches, mined shelters and 
strong, multiple obstacles. The "Parroy Position" runs through the village of the 
same name, which has been completely shot up and consists only of ruins. 
Mirabelle and Parroy positions can be seen by the enemy in their entirety 
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just as we, on the contrary, have insight into the enemy's position. Screens and 
artificial shrubbery prevent the view on either side as much as possible. The 
distance between the two positions is on average 1000 to 1200 m; the posts face 
each other up to 300 m and less. Patrol and sentry duties require the utmost 
attention, dexterity and guts. Heavily concreted artillery observation posts and 
machine gun nests are built into the trenches. The persistent rainy weather of the 
last few days has filled individual sections of ditch knee-deep with mud and water. 
Artillery hits have repeatedly caused cave-ins, so that all available crews have to 
be called upon to do repair work at night. Already the second night of the position 
service brings "increased readiness". An attack on the "Parroy Position" is 
expected. Without relief, exposed to heavy artillery fire, sometimes standing knee- 
deep in mud and water, expecting every moment of the attack for more than 48 
hours in wet, stormy weather, the good troops endured, although for the mostly 
older people the limit of performance had already been exceeded. During the day, 
the slightest smoke will attract more enemy fire to the position. During the night of 
July 10—the increased readiness has not yet been lifted—a patrol of the Mirabelle 
Company, which was patrolling the area on the other side of the Channel, received 
heavy infantry fire; An attack from the advanced posts of the Parroy Company was 
also attempted that same night, but was repelled without loss. 


On July 12, the battalion was replaced by II./Ldw.Inf.Rgt. 6. The battalion 
moves into rest position. On July 14, the battalion, which had to take turns on the 
right and left wing of the regiment's position, took over the positions of the right 
section after dark: 

Battalion headquarters the command post "St. Peter", where the stand-by 
position of the 1st Company is located, 

2nd Company the outpost position "Spieskopf", 

3rd Company position "Height 279, Green Cap", 

Ath Company the position "Alt-Réchicourt". 

In this section, the III./Ldw.Inf.Rgt. 7 superseded. Due to the more stony 
ground conditions, the ditches and tunnels of this position are significantly better 
than those in the left section. There are many deep-mined dugouts that provide 
adequate cover against heavier artillery fire. The enemy position is separated from 
our own by a swampy valley and is on average at a distance of about 12 to 1300 m. 
Here too the night sentries are much closer together, so that the greatest vigilance 
is also required. The intermediate area is stripped almost every night by stronger 
officer patrols. The readiness 
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"St. Peter" is often under heavy enemy fire due to the proximity of our own 
artillery. During the night of July 18/19, an officer patrol from the Réchicourt 
company sent out a man from the battalion and fell into enemy hands. Despite 
immediate countermeasures, it is no longer possible to free him. Also in the right 
section, the crew who are not currently on duty have to work diligently to improve 
the position. Trenches are being deepened and newly created, obstacles are being 
reinforced everywhere. Artillery fire often destroys during the day what had been 
laboriously done at night at the risk of life. On nice days, there is an increase in 
aircraft activity and some air combat is fought out. So far, the pilots have not 
intervened in the battle itself. 

From now on, the relief is arranged in such a way that the battalion first 
takes up position in the left sector for 6 days, then comes to rest for 3 days and 
continues to relieve in the same way in the right sector. From July 20th, the 
battalion and the 1st Company will be relocated to the village of Dunningen 
(Donnelay). During the rest period, all companies diligently practice further 
training, weapons and clothing are repaired, gas masks are checked. On July 28, 
the battalion was again ordered to be on "higher readiness". The staff moves into 
the command post from Mirabellenhöhe, the regiment into the command post in 
Monhofen, the standby company stands ready to march in Coincourt. This time it is 
a separate operation against the enemy, in which parts of the battalion are also 
involved. The attack went right into the enemy trenches and proceeded according 
to plan with good artillery cooperation. However, prisoners cannot be brought in 
as the enemy had cleared the front line. 

Opposite the Parroy position is French. Cavalry and Landwehr, in the right 
section French. Infantry mixed with Moroccans. On August 9th the whole battalion 
is repeatedly vaccinated against typhoid. These vaccinations (typhoid, cholera and 
smallpox vaccination) have so far successfully prevented any infection with one of 
these diseases, despite the often very poor drinking water and accommodation 
conditions. On August 20, the battalion commander, Lieutenant Colonel Körle, was 


appointed deputy commander of the Ldw.Inf.Rgts. 5 appointed; the current leader 
of the 1st Company, Major Muller, takes over command of the battalion. 

On August 30, on a stormy, dark, thundery night, an officer patrol of the 
Mirabelle company sent against the enemy was suddenly attacked by the enemy 
with hand grenades and rifle fire shortly after crossing their own obstacle at the 
crossing over the Sanon creek. Despite the sudden attack, the enemy is repulsed 
with the support of the nearest guards. Since storm and rain the bulbs 
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render it ineffective, the enemy manages to escape in the pitch-dark night. Our 
patrol had two seriously wounded and one lightly wounded. When the position was 
heavily shelled by artillery on September 3rd, the battalion suffered losses again. 

On September 4, the battalion is equipped with "Gewehr 98". While at rest, 
the troop will familiarize themselves with the handling of the new weapon and hold 
sniping. On September 9, the deputy division commander, Lieutenant General von 
Seither, inspected the battalion in the outpost position of the right sector. 

The "Bolte" regiment will be deployed as such on September 15th. The 
battalion is subordinate to the 13th Ldw.Brig. From now on, only the left section 
will be assigned to the cast. The relief is regulated in such a way that two 
companies remain in position for 8 days, one company is on standby for 4 days and 
one company is on standby for 4 days. All companies are now at rest in Ommerich, 
while large baggage and paymasters are in Bortenach. 

On the morning of September 22, an exciting dogfight is taking place over 
the Parroy Mirabelle position between a large French fighter plane and a small 
German monoplane. After a long back and forth, while both planes climb higher 
and higher, the Frenchman is shot down. However, while he was still in agony, he 
managed to ram the German plane, so that both opponents suddenly fell within our 
position. During the night of September 26, the enemy took the extreme post of the 
Mirabelle Company under heavy machine gun fire three times, one man at the post 
being shot in the head. The following morning, the divisional commander (General 
der Infanterie Eder) inspected the position and went to the site of the night's fire 
attack. He hands out cigars to all the crews at the post. By order of the division, 
the Mirabelle company also received 3 heavy machine guns from now on, which 
diligently put the enemy position under effective fire. 

In order to be able to give the troops at least one hot meal during the day - 
which was not possible before - a kitchen is set up in the basement of the 
destroyed parsonage in Parroy, which is reinforced accordingly. Both line 
companies are now able to use the trenches to fetch warm food from there even 
during the day. The catering is driven at night by carts to near the kitchen. 
Unpleasantly, the enemy also occupied this road with grenades and shrapnel at 
very irregular hours, so that the bringing of food, ammunition and building 
material was always associated with life-threatening danger. Lieutenant Colonel 
Korle 
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took command of the battalion again, while Major Muller was reassigned to 
Ldw.Inf.Rgt. 4 is offset. 


On October 7, the battalion commander takes over the leadership of the 
Ldw.Rgt. 7, at the same time the leader of the 4th Company. Captain Weiß, the one 
of the battalion. During the month of October, the Coincourt stand-by position was 
pounded almost daily by a few medium caliber shells without causing any 
significant damage. The brigade commander Major General KiefSling, as well as the 
commander of Ldw.Inf.Rgt. 7th Colonel Heimeran, frequently visiting the 
battalion's position. On the evening of October 21st, at the time of the daily change 
of posts, the Mirabelle company and mainly the forward posts received heavy 
enemy infantry and machine gun fire, which was promptly returned. Every other 
night, our own strong officer patrols patrol the area in front of the enemy 
barricades, so that we retain control of the area in between. As a result of the 
frequent shelling, the line companies have repeatedly killed and wounded. 

On November 3, 1916, after more than two years of war, our first 
commander, Lieutenant Colonel z. D. Korle, who went into the field with the 
battalion at the time, retired from service due to an aggravation of an existing 
condition and went home. In him the battalion loses a leader who is popular and 
highly respected as superior and comrade alike, to whom both enlisted and officers 
enthusiastically cling and whom they are reluctant to see parted. On November 16, 
1916, the battalion received its second commander in the person of Major d. Ldw. 
delete, from the Ldst.Inf.Batl. Weilheim coming, takes over the command of the 
battalion. In the meantime, the company commander of the 1st Company, Major d. 
Ldw. Schilling, representing the battalion. 

Partly in position, partly in readiness and calm, the battalion celebrates its 
third Christmas in the field in earnest and quiet, this time again in front of the 
enemy for a change. The years of separation from home, wife and children weigh 
heavily on everyone's spirits. In spite of the gifts sent in the most plentiful 
quantities from far away homeland, no real celebration can arise. The troupe 
almost welcomed it when, on Christmas Day, December 25, just as the standby 
company had gathered for the festive service in the small local church, the alarm 
sounded. Instead of celebrating, we go out into the trenches, ready to receive the 
enemy who, as usual, wants to disrupt our German Christmas. To our left, in the 
section of the Ldw.Inf.Rgt. 10 at Mouacourt he tries an attack, but it barely gets 
into the first ditches and collapses bloodily. 

The battalion position was under heavy artillery fire, only light, during the 
attack from noon until late at night 
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material damage and fortunately no loss of life as a result. Once again the iron wall 
is unbroken and the enemy runs in vain against it. 

On December 30, 1916, the battalion was occupied by the Ldw.Inf.Rgt. 4 
relieved and moved under the command of Colonel Bolte — but still in the area of 
1. Bayer. Ldw.Div. — for the construction of the III. Post to Waldeck, Gisselfingen 
and Gut Ormingen (all on the Avricourt-Dieuze railway). A period of difficult and 
dangerous trench warfare has thus come to an end. In this short span of time the 
battalion has suffered the loss of several dead, seriously and slightly wounded and 
one prisoner. As strenuous as the outpost service was for the old Landsturm men, 
the officers, non-commissioned officers and enlisted men shared good and bad, joy 
and sorrow in faithful comradeship, willingly and courageously to make sacrifices. 
Not an inch of the entrusted position was lost and the names: "Parroy, 


Mirabellenhohe, Bures, Spionskopf, Höhe 279 and Réchicourt" will always dissolve 
the proudest memories in the memory of all participants. 


c)secutiont 

In the quarters assigned to the battalion, which are overcrowded with 
troops, it is difficult to find even a reasonable amount of quarters for man and 
horse. In empty barns, on attics and, with a few rare exceptions, in living quarters, 
crews and ranks are only poorly accommodated. The very cold weather is making 
itself felt. The period from December 31 to January 4, 1917 is therefore primarily 
used to improve accommodation and continue to repair weapons and equipment. 
On January 4, under the direction of engineers and under the supervision of 
company officers, the construction of positions in III. Position. Drills take turns in 
the time available, and roll calls are also held. From time to time a larger number 
of officers, non-commissioned officers and enlisted men are taken to training 
courses at the M.G. assigned to Gublingen. The troops of the raiding party with 
their leaders arrive at the battalion on January 14th. On January 17, 1917, the 
battalion receives a complete MG company, which comes from home and consists 
of mostly younger teams and leaders who were already in the field. The company 
has excellent horse material and is equipped with six heavy machine guns, a field 
kitchen, etc. On the same day the battalion, with the exception of the new MGK, 
the 5th Ldw.Brig. assigned to expand the fighting position. 

On January 19th, the 1st Company moves to Schenris (Xanrey) on brigade 
orders and is assigned to the Ldw.Inf.Rgt. 6 allocated; the 2nd and 3rd Companies 
are coming 
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to the Ldw.Inf.Rgt. 7, the former to Klein-Bessingen, the latter to Monhofen 
(Moncourt) in the district. The 4th Company comes to the Kreuzbergforst camp 
and is subordinate to the Ldw.Inf.Rgt. 4th staff, treasury management and large 
baggage remain in Waldeck near Gisselfingen, as well as the MGK for the time 
being, but this is already being sent to Dunningen on January 25th and the St. 
Peter position in the area of the Ldw.Inf.Rgt. 7 has to be filled. 

The companies work in the positions assigned to them in persistent severe frost. 
The frequent fire raids and the proximity of the enemy prohibit working during the 
day. This is until February 18th. In the meantime, several enlisted men and non- 
commissioned officers of the Year 72 have rejoined the replacement battalion 
Augsburg, who are being replaced by mostly unserved Landsturm. For this reason, 
the rest days must be used for diligent drills, sharpshooting, exercises with hand 
grenades and for fitting the gas masks. The assignments to the MG courses in 
Gublingen also continue. On February 18, 1917, the brigade ordered the battalion 
to be ready to march the following morning at 10 a.m. in Duss (Dieuze) in the 
courtyard of the infantry barracks there. 

Punctually at 1:30 p.m. or at 4 p.m. on February 19, 1917, two transport 
trains departed shortly after Division Commander General der Infanterie Eder, 
walking from compartment to compartment, said goodbye to the battalion. In the 
order of the day the 1st b. Ldw.Div. of February 19, 1917, the activity of the 
battalion is commemorated as follows: 

After three quarters of membership in the 1st b. Ldw.Div. the Landsturm Battalion 
Rosenheim left the division today. For a long time it kept a loyal watch, shoulder to 


shoulder with the Landwehr in the front line, but otherwise worked successfully in 
self-sacrificing, tireless activity to increase the resistance of our positions. I 
express my gratitude and my full appreciation to the battalion for its excellent 
service and, at the same time, on behalf of all members of the division, I wish it all 
the luck as a soldier in its new sphere of activity. 

signed Eder. 


VI. Stellungskampfe in der Champagne, Doppelschlacht: 
Aisne-Champagne, Stellungskampfe bei Reims. 
(20. 2. bis 1. 8. 1917.) 


The attempt by the French and English to break through with the sum in the 
summer and autumn of 1916 had failed. For 1917 were 
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new even heavier attacks to be expected in the West. At the turn of the year 
1916/17, it was believed that the French were planning to attack Lorraine, when in 
February 1917 it became certain that the western enemy was actually making 
huge preparations for a large-scale attack on the Aisne, near Reims and in 
Champagne in the spring . That is why the tried and tested Rosenheim battalion 
was thrown to the Champagne region, first of all to make its manpower available to 
the hard-pressed fatherland, and later, if necessary, to make its proven fighting 
ability available. This time the path leads far into enemy territory. After a long, icy- 
cold journey, but nevertheless in excellent spirits and condition, the battalion 
arrived in Pont-Faverger via Bensdorf-Sedan-Rethel on February 20, 1917, at 7 or 
9 o'clock in the morning. Staff, MG Comp., 1st and 2nd Comp. move into 
accommodation in La-Neuville (en Tourné a Fay); the 3rd and 4th Companies 
march to Aussonce. The battalion is initially assigned to the Inf.Rgt. 363 and 
belongs to the 212th Inf.Div., VII. Res.Corps, 3rd Army. On February 21st, work 
begins in the construction of the position at the "R 3 position". The four infantry 
companies build up bases at Pont-Faverger and on the Aussonce-Heutregiville 
road. The MG Comp. except for drills and training with weapons, has only internal 
service for the time being. On February 27, on the orders of the VII Res.Corps, the 
3rd and 4th Companies of the 14th Res.Div. allocated. The 3rd Company after the 
“Riga camp” at Epoye is available to the 27th Res.Inf.Brig., the 4th Company to the 
leg is available to the Res.Inf.Rgts. 53. Both Companies expand the "R 1 position" 
between Fort "Nogent-l'Abesse and Nauroy" (northeast Reims). From February 
28th, by order of the 212th Inf.Div., Battalion Headquarters and M.G. Comp. 
Accommodation in Betheniville. The 1st Company goes to St. Martin-l'Heureux, the 
2nd Company to the "Rudolf camp" in the forest between St. Martin and 
Moronvilliers. This part of the battalion is now subordinate to the 408th Inf.Brig. (a 
Saxon troop) and is used to expand the "R 1 position" in the section south of 
Moronvilliers—Dontrien. 

The workplaces of all companies are often exposed to heavy artillery fire, so 
that casualties occur repeatedly. On March 2, at 6 p.m. in the evening, the second 
machine gun company, coming from home, arrived at the battalion in Bétheniville. 
For the time being it will not be used for building positions, but only for training 
and drill duty. The state of health of the battalion is consistently good despite 


strenuous service, and the abundance and quality of the food leave nothing to be 
desired. On March 12, the 2nd Company is transferred to the "Georg camp". There 
were increasing signs of an imminent attack, so that on March 13, "increased 
readiness for combat" had to be ordered for the two machine gun companies, staff, 
1st and 2nd Companies. The R 1 position and the Hindenburg base (both south- 
east of St. Martin) are occupied. This 
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time it's just an exercise, you continue to work on expanding the position. 

Both with us and with the opponent there is a lot of flying activity. There are 
numerous Captive balloons on both sides. Air battles are the order of the day, 
interspersed with attacks from the uncomfortable balloons (the eyes of the front), 
one of which crashes burning, now over there, now here. In anticipation of the 
imminent attack, feverish work is being done in all sections to expand and 
strengthen the position. The two M.G. Comp. are used almost daily for occupation 
exercises. On March 15, the rest of the civilian population of the town of Beine was 
forcibly removed. The place, which looks more like a heap of rubble than a human 
dwelling, has long since ceased to offer protection. Nevertheless, the pain and 
misery of the few who, regardless of the danger to their lives, cling to their half- 
shot possessions with touching love is heartbreaking. The same thing happened to 
the population of Bétheniville, who met the same fate on March 21st. Charmingly 
situated on the Suippe, this town shares the fate of so many French towns and 
villages, being reduced to rubble by their countrymen. On March 26th, the 4th 
Company from Legs was transferred to the "Horn or Jagdhaus camp" south of 
Nauroy, alternating with the 3rd Company. On March 31, an officer from the 1st 
Inf.Rgt. as "MG officer at the staff" at the battalion in Bétheniville. 

The 3rd M.G. Sniper Dept. will be tactically attached to the battalion from 
April 2nd. Own and enemy air activity continues to increase. The enemy's fire, now 
carried out with heavy and very heavy artillery, also indicates that the final 
preparations for battle are being made. Our artillery, which has been significantly 
strengthened in all sectors, also fires in. 

After the 4th Company and the 3rd Company had swapped quarters again on 
April 9, the village of Beine was occupied with the heaviest caliber (32 cm) towards 
evening. Apart from a few bloody casualties, the company suffered great material 
damage, since clothing, weapons and ammunition were destroyed when mass 
quarters were set on fire. 

During the night of April 10th to 11th, 1917, the entire corps area was 
ordered to be on “highest level of combat readiness”. The sections assigned to the 
battalion are manned as ordered, despite the dense barrage. Unfortunately, it's not 
without some casualties. On the 11th, 12th and 13th there was heavy artillery fire, 
which at times increased to real barrage, on the "R 1 position". The companies, 
with most of the men, lay day and night in the severe cold in more or less closed-up 
trenches, ready to turn back the enemy. The relief team finds itself in the half-filled 
with water 


only provide makeshift cover. Bringing ammunition and food, which volunteers 
haul through the strongest barrage, turns out to be very difficult. There is no 
thought of rest. In front of the "R 1-position" the battle raged across the board, 
which took place in the areas of the 1st and 2nd Companies and the two machine 
gun companies. brings the enemy close to the position where his further advance 
is halted by well-aimed machine gun and infantry fire. In sections of the 3rd and 
Ath Companies, the two M.G. Comp. of a Saxon Ldst.Batls. (XIX. 24.) are assigned, 
the enemy fails to overrun the foremost line. Every attack is smothered in the 
development phase by the powerful devastating fire of our artillery. 

On April 14, in the "Beine-Nauroy" sector, the 3rd and 4th Companies were 
reinforced by parts of a Baden regiment (Inf.Rgt. 112) and by Res.Rgt. 16 relieved. 
Both Companies, which worked their way through the barrage without casualties, 
deployed under the orders of 29 Inf.Div. marching to the "Pofa-Hohe", north of 
Pont-Faverger, to report to the command of the "R 3-position". They bivouac ina 
wooded area at the top, which, given the cold, rainy weather and previous 
performances, is a dubious pleasure. 

At the "Hindenburg Base" south of St. Martin, the parts of the battalion 
deployed there had to hold out even longer. The position was secured by pushing 
in two companies of Inf.Rgts. 107 reinforced. The combat situation there does not 
yet permit a replacement. Again and again the furious attacks of the enemy have to 
be resisted with the greatest effort. On April 18, the long-awaited relief hour for 
these two infantry companies also came. They are replaced by parts of the 
Inf.Rgts. 106 and by a recruit company. The two MG companies, on the other hand, 
remain in position and will not be withdrawn until April 22nd, having only 6 
serviceable guns left and having suffered fairly heavy losses. The 1st and 2nd 
Companies and the MG company move into a bivouac in the "sniper camp" south of 
La Neuville, where staff and large baggage have been bivouacing since April 15th. 
From April 19, 1917, the entire battalion is under the command of the "R-3 
position" (Major Grohe) and is used to accelerate the expansion of this important 
position. On April 20, the alarm was raised again; the combat situation requires 
immediate occupation of the position. The occupation goes according to plan, but 
presents the hardly rested troupe with a new difficult task. On the evening of the 
following day, the occupation is lifted and the companies move into their previous 
bivouac places. On the group's orders, the 3rd and 4th Companies also moved to 
the "sniper camp" on April 23, so that the battalion was reunited. 

From the nearby front small guns and artillery fire roared incessantly 
towards the camp in varying intensity. The fight is fierce 
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the massif of the "Pohl-, Keil- und Hochberg", whose peaks, still hotly disputed, are 
back in our possession. Almost every night, weather permitting, we receive visits 
from planes, despite a strong defense. The numerous forest camps in the area are 
too tempting objects for the enemy bombs, some of which perish in dangerously 
close proximity. As usual, the work sites are under artillery fire, which 
unfortunately also causes casualties. On the evening of May 2nd, the 2nd M.G. 
Comp. a fire that, thanks to the determined action of all camp inmates, is 
extinguished before it spreads too far. At least the kitchen and a small supply of 
food have been destroyed. 


Up to July 12th they worked tirelessly on expanding the "R 3 position" north of 
Bétheniville when suddenly the order came to stop work and from the following 
day to work at the "R 2 position" with increased power. In order to speed up the 
expansion work has to be carried out in three shifts. The jobs are far away from the 
camp, south of the Suippe, the long marching routes, which are sometimes under 
fire, increase the strain. On July 13, the battalion was alerted again and occupied 
the assigned sections of the "R 3 position" from Pofa-Hohe to the La-Neuville- 
Hauviné road. The occupation, in open trenches without shelters, in the rain, this 
time lasted until the evening of July 16. On the following day, the battalion 
commander takes a longer vacation, during which Major Schilling, company 
commander of the 1st Company, leads the battalion. The strenuous construction 
work continues without interruption. The older people in the battalion are no 
longer able to cope with the constant physical exertion, increased by the bivouac, 
which has now lasted for months. As a result of the changing weather, numerous 
dysentery and intestinal diseases occur. A request for a shorter replacement will 
be granted. The battalion is to be replaced by the Ldst.Inf.Batl. Leipzig (XIX. 1.), 
which was previously used in the railway protection of the stage. The replacement 
will be initiated on August 1st. 

By August 10, the replacement was complete and the "sniper camp" had 
been renamed "Bavarian camp" for some time. With its well-built huts and 
barracks, it offered the Saxon troops more comfortable accommodation than we 
found when we were exhausted and coming back battered from the barrage, glad 
to have escaped hell ahead, whether we stretched on bare earth or on soft 
boulders. 

The affiliation to higher organizations during the period from February 20 to 
August 10, 1917 is as follows: 

20 February to 12 March 1917 VII Res.Corps, 3rd Army (von Einem) 
13 March to 18 April 1917 XIV A.K., 3rd Army (von Einem) 
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April 19 to August 10, 1917 III. prussia. AK (Group Prones) 1st Army (from Below). 

The time from February 20 to August 1, 1917 was difficult, but the battalion 
fulfilled its duty in an exemplary manner and, from the first to the last man, 
consistently gave the best. In recognition of this valuable service, the commander 
of the battalion is awarded the Iron Cross, First Class. During the 8 days of 
fighting in the front line, from April 10th to 18th, the battalion lost more than 50 
members killed and wounded, including many a family man. It was not for nothing 
that the blood of these brave men spilled, their example has a spurring effect on 
the survivors, and wherever a Bavarian Landsturm has been used up to now, an 
unshakable wall is opposed to the enemy despite their superior strength. It is clear 
to every one of the battalion that the homeland is best protected deep in enemy 
territory and that this is the best way to protect it from the devastation of war, 
which is always before our eyes with frightening clarity. 


VII. In der Etappe — Bahnschutz. 
(1. 8. bis 6. 10. 1917.) 


During the days from August 1 to 10, 1917, the battalion replaced the 
Leipzig battalion in the railway protection company by company. The latter takes 
over our construction work. Some of the companies go on foot to the relief 
locations, some are transported by train. As is to be expected after the previous 
difficult time, everyone is looking forward to being relieved and to the quiet use to 
come. In the main, it only serves to fill in gaps, to gather fresh strength in order to 
be prepared for important tasks later. 

The battalion is distributed as follows: 

Battalion Headquarters and 1st Company: based at Liart; the company has 
rail protection from the Rozoy-Liart, Liart-Rumigny lines. 

2nd Company, based at Wasigny, the route Montmeillant—Novy. 

3rd Company headquarters at Acy-Romance, the route Chateau-Porcien- 
Rethel-Tagnon, also the Aisne guards. 

Ath Company Headquarters in Aubigny, Logny-Bogny-Wartigny and Signy 
le Petit-Laval-Morency routes'. 

The M.K. companies, based in Charleville, initially only have drill and firing 
duties, as well as marching exercises. 

The battalion is part of the Landsturm Inspection 1, Stage Inspection 1 of 
the A.O.K. 1 assumed. 

Ranks and teams that are not distributed among the individual guards move 
into citizen quarters at the respective company headquarters. To be there- 
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hearing between country strikers and civilians is the best imaginable. The guards, 
set up as permanent guards, offer a pleasant stay. Food is good and in most cases 
can be improved with fruit, vegetables and milk. The service, which arguably 
requires mindfulness, is harmless and by no means strenuous. If possible, home 
leave is granted, several officers and officers on duty are ordered to local 
command posts in the area and to Belgium. From August 27, the two MG 
companies, which in the meantime have made up for their losses, are used for anti- 
aircraft defense in Charleville and in the area of the railway guards. As a result of 
the excellent accommodation, the easy service and the good, varied food, but 
above all because of the soothing peace and quiet, the state of health improves 
quickly. Forgotten are the days of danger, and happily do the grizzled warriors do 
their duty. Sunny days in a region that was only superficially ravaged by war do 
not allow the thought of misery and death, of destruction and battle terror, which 
are not far from here to their full extent, to arise. Only when the gunfire booms 
dully from the front, when enemy planes race along overhead on a bright night 
with their engines roaring and whirring, does the specter of war reappear for a 
moment. On September 14, non-commissioned officers and teams "non-Bavarian 
contingents" were transferred to field recruit depots, as were the "younger k.v. 
teams" of the battalion on September 21. Replacements from home have 
repeatedly arrived to replace the numerous departures of the past few years. 
During these days, the battalion received the “steel helmet” instead of the “pickel 
helmet”, which was initially viewed with squint from all sides because of its 
weighty appearance, but very soon, as the following shows, became the most 
faithful companion of each individual. The days of calm disappear all too quickly 
and on September 26th, the A.O.K. order for the battalion to relieve it with the 1st 
Ldst.Inf.Batl. Darmstadt (XVIII. 11.) decreed. Executed until October 25, 1917. 


The 2nd Company was chosen as the first company to relieve them. It drove 
from Wasigny to St. Juvin on October 6, in order to march from there on foot via 
Fléville to the Wangenheim camp (north of Cheppy) and a company called 
"Darmstadt". to detach. The company has construction work in the R 2 position. On 
October 9th, the 1st Company relieved in a similar way at "Hill 213" (southeast of 
Varennes). The 3rd and 4th Comp. October 15th in "Vauquois Grove" and are 
intended for the towing service in the mighty mining tunnels of the "Vauquois 
Mountain" in the front line. The bulk of the baggage is housed in Fléville, while the 
battalion, which arrived on October 12, moves into the command post in Cheppy, a 
completely destroyed town just behind the front. Finally on the 18th or October 21, 
the two M.G. 
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Companies with those of the "Darmstadt" battalion in Cheppy and Varennes, where 
they take over their positions and anti-aircraft posts. This put the "Rosenheim" 
battalion back in the front line, this time in the area between Argonne and Verdun. 
From 10 October 1917 it was subordinate to the 80 Res.Inf.Brig., which was part 
of the 80 Res.Div., XVI. prussia. AK (“Argonne” group), 3rd Army (owned by 
Einem). 


VIII. Trench warfare in the Argonne. 
(October 6, 1917 to September 20, 1918.) 


After the failure of the large-scale French breakthrough, the trench warfare 
with its grueling detail work, with its now larger, now smaller undertakings, with 
its tireless building work, began again in all parts of the front. In the position 
assigned to the battalion, the fight is mainly conducted in the form of fierce mine 
warfare. Half of the elongated ridge of the "Vauquois", a formerly wooded, now 
completely bare, mountain massif some 100 m high, is owned by the Germans. It is 
now a question of securing the slightly higher north slope of the mountain in order 
to prevent the enemy from looking far into the rear area, into the valley of the Aire 
and Buanthe. This is also thanks to the successfully conducted mine warfare. 

The 1st, 3rd and 4th Companies are tactically subordinate to the Res.Inf.Rgt. 
266. The 3rd and 4th Companies, housed in the deep, wet tunnels of the Vauquois 
grove, as well as the 1st Company at base "Höhe 213", are firstly the security crew 
of the 2nd position, secondly they form the reserve for the first position in the 
event of a surprise enemy attack. The 2nd Comp. together with the two M.G. 
Comp. serves as security crew for II position. Distributed in bases and M.G. nests, 
the 16 heavy rifles are always ready to defend. For the infantry companies it means 
the highly strenuous and also dangerous tug service in the tunnels of the Vauquois. 
With relief, work is done there in three shifts without interruption day and night. 
As usual, approach routes, camps and places of accommodation are under constant 
artillery fire, which unfortunately causes casualties after just a few days. Every 
week 3-4 blasts take place, partly on our side, partly on the enemy's side, which, as 
a result of the enormous explosive charges - up to 3000 kg - eject funnels as deep 
as church towers and bring many tunnels close to collapsing. The Vauquois is 
divided by the innumerable blasts along its length into two levels, a higher 
northern slope, in our possession, and a lower southern slope, in enemy hands. 


As a result of the cold, wet weather, the very bad accommodation and the 
extremely strict service, the health of the troops soon left a lot to be desired. 
Rheumatism and intestinal diseases are on 
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the agenda. However, what everyone finds most unpleasant is the plague of vermin 
(rats and lice), against which we are powerless. Food, on the other hand, is 
plentiful and good. On November 13, a larger replacement arrives from home, 
making it possible to replace the rest of the '72 cohort. Under the orders of the 
division commander of the 80th Res. Div. (Major General Korner) an occupation 
exercise takes place on November 29 in II. Position, in which the rest battalion of 
the Res.Inf.Rgts. 34 participates. The flight activity is equally lively on both sides, 
depending on the type of weather. Numerous dogfights are fought, attacks on the 
captive balloons take place. The foremost trenches, second position and partly also 
rear accommodations, which, as far as localities are concerned, have long been 
nothing more than heaps of rubble and rubble, are covered with gas grenades on 
December 2nd. In the "Wangenheim" camp, the headquarters of the 2nd Company, 
a light machine gun course was set up, in which all ranks and teams of the 
battalion were to take turns taking part. 

Christmas is coming. Considering the deployment of the battalion and 
anticipating one of the enemy's favorite surprises, there was no joint celebration. 
The "Red Cross of Swabia and Neuburg" has once again put together many useful 
and desired gifts in small love packages and donated them as a thank you to the 
homeland. In damp tunnels, in shelters and barracks, on posts and guards, the 
fourth Christmas of the war is celebrated without a light and without a Christmas 
tree. A moving service, held on Christmas Day by the field chaplain for both 
denominations in the front line, alone points to the importance of the day. A mighty 
longing grips all those who have to celebrate this festival for the fourth time away 
from their loved ones at home. The night from Christmas Eve to the first public 
holiday, as well as that from New Year's Eve to New Year's, are quiet for the first 
time. Rifle shots are fired sporadically, the artillery is completely silent. On New 
Year's Eve, on the other hand, countless flares in all colors rise up along the entire 
front, creating a lake-like sight. 

On December 29, 1917, our commander, Major d. Ldw. Loesch, who led the 
battalion since November 16, who always offered his officers and enlisted men a 
shining example of soldierly simplicity and renunciation, combining great courage 
with extreme modesty, transferred to his homeland because of other employment 
in the government service. major d Ldw. Schilling, commander of the 1st Company, 
takes over leadership of the "Rosenheim" battalion as the third commander, 
initially as a deputy, but finally as of January 20, 1918. 

On January 25th the 80th Res. Div. by the 1st Bayer.Inf.Div. superseded. The 
Bavarian comrades are greeted by the battalion with loud cheers. Since the arrival 
of this veteran division under its commander, 


35 
Major General Dänner, there is lively combat activity in the entire sector. 
The enemy is constantly worried, the mutual fire attacks increase. 


In order to give the companies the necessary rest in turn, the order was 
given for them to be withdrawn to Exermont by company. On February 3rd, the 
Wangenheimer company came to Exermont as the first rest company, was 
deloused and, above all, moved into good quarters. In order not to rust, the rest 
period is used to repair equipment and weapons and, to a lesser extent, for drill 
and rifle training. Since the company positions show significant gaps, each infantry 
company with 4 light M.G. equipped. The teams and ranks trained in the previous 
courses serve to operate them. The fighting power of the battalion is of course 
significantly increased by this. 

From February 24, without the enemy noticing anything, the 1. Bayer. 
Information Div. again from the 80th Res. Div. superseded. On February 25th, the 
3rd Company retired in Exermont, while the 2nd Infantry Company resumed its 
service in 2nd position and moved into the old quarters in "Wangenheim". On 
March 5th, on the orders of the division, the two infantry companies, which had 
already been quietly withdrawn, were transported to Sedan, where a report had to 
be made to Stage Inspectorate 3 for the purpose of instructions for the border 
protection service on the Belgian border. Both Companies are based in Francheval 
or St. Menges and are assigned to the Saxon Landsturm-Inf. Battalion Auerbach 
(XIX. 19.) affiliated. 

On the afternoon of March 7, 11 men of the battalion were killed in an 
accident in a Vauquois tunnel due to an explosive charge being set off prematurely. 
On the following day, in Fléville, the 9 victims are buried in a dignified manner, as 
well as that of a deputy officer of the 1st M.G. Comp. instead of. 

After General Command 58 (General von Kleist) had already taken command 
of Group "Argonne" on March 15th, on March 16th and 17th the 80th Res.Div. by a 
division that had recently arrived in Russia, the 237 Inf. Div., the 80 Res.Brig. from 
the 244th Inf.Brig. superseded. The detachment, which the enemy notices this 
time, gives rise to an enemy attack. On the 16th and 17th there was heavy fire on 
positions and approaches. On March 17, the enemy tried to penetrate at the so- 
called "knee position", west of the Vauquois, with heavy artillery preparation and 
strong deployment of forces. The battalion is alerted, takes up the reserve position 
and occupies the designated bases. The attack was repulsed by evening. 

On March 24, the battalion receives the order from various orders to get 
ready for immediate departure, initially in St. Georges 
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to gather at St. Juvin. By order of the day of March 25, 1918, the "Argonne" group 
said goodbye to the battalion as follows: 

“As of today, the Bavarian parted. Landsturm Battalion Rosenheim from the 
group. For six months the battalion worked tirelessly in hard work to support the 
successful conduct of mine warfare on the Vauquois and to strengthen the 
positions. 

I express my full appreciation to the battalion for its dedicated and loyal 
work and wish it all the best for the rest of the war. 

signed by Kleist.” 

On March 26th, the parts of the battalion assembled in St. Georges set off by 
land march via Graudpré, Senuc, Montchentin to the Saalburg camp in the forest 
of Autry, east of the Vouziers-St. Menehould. The two companies that were 
stationed in Belgian border guards have already arrived at the camp. The battalion 


is housed in barracks with very small occupancy. It forms with the Landsturm-Inf. 
Battalion Gottingen (X. 15.) and with the I./Landwehr-Inf.Rgt. 118 the "Regiment 
M" (Butow). The newly formed regiment is subordinate to the 76th Landwehr- 
Inf.Brig. (Lieutenant General Graf Roedern), to the 9th Landwehr Div. (General von 
Oppeln-Bronikowski), group "Dormoise" (General von Hartz) belonging. The 
position west of the Argonne includes the space between Ville sur Tourbe and 
Savon (on the Aisne). In front of the fighting position is the mostly swampy terrain 
of the Tourbe stream. After investigations, observations and prisoner statements, 
Moroccans and Senegal riflemen are opposite us, later Italians and Americans join 
them. For the time being, the battalion is on rest in the "Saalburg camp", while 
Landsturm-Batl. Gottingen on standby (Stadtwald and Cernaywald), the 
I./Landwehr-Inf.Rgt. 118, on the other hand, is in a fighting position. 

On March 29, the 1st M.G. Comp. with 4 rifles parts of the M.G. sniper dept. 
50 in the front line. The battalion is inspected by the brigade commander and uses 
the few days of rest to improve the accommodation and repair the weapons. On 
April 4, 1918, Battalion I./Landwehr-Inf.Rgt. 118 in combat stance. Three 
companies occupy sections M/1 to M/3, one company takes up the reserve position 
in the "Stadtwald". The command post of the battalion is located in the "brigade 
grove". Provisions for the position companies are brought to the city forest at night 
by means of field railways. The trenches of the fighting position, especially those of 
the right wing and the center, are almost entirely under water and difficult to pass. 
The shelters, deeply mined but only verifiable by constant pumping of water, offer 
better accommodation than expected. All the available crews are constantly 
working on the maintenance of the ditches, the draining of the shelters and the 
reinforcement of the 
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obstacles to work. To build obstacles in front of the position, the respective stand- 
by company is used first. The MG companies occupy the MG stands in the 
"Stadtwald" within the regiment sector. 

On April 8, the battalion commander took over the leadership of the 
regiment as a deputy; Captain Rumpf, leader of the 2nd Infantry Company of the 
battalion. Already on April 11, the "Regiment M" is dissolved and the battalion is 
assigned to "Göttingen" to the Ldw.Inf.Rgt. 118 (Major Hauser) affiliated. The 
service continues. The relief takes place in such a way that only between 
"Rosenheim" and "Göttingen" in fighting position and readiness, and in fact in 14 
day rotation, is replaced. The service brings a lot of variety, but requires constant 
readiness for combat in addition to a lot of work. Regular firefights take place 
between the outposts on both sides, some of which are within 6 and 700 m of each 
other. Stand-by position and rear communication routes, much more rarely the 
forward positions, are under changing artillery fire. Heavier smoke development 
must be avoided, it immediately directs the strongest fire to the section. During the 
night of April 13/14, our own patrol, supported by artillery, felt up to the enemy 
position. On the morning of May 1, the commanding General von Hartz inspected 
the position and then inspected the standby company in the Cernay Forest. On the 
night of May 8, an enemy patrol attempted an attack on the field guard in section 
"M 2", but after a short fight and the support of the mine and artillery fire that 
began immediately, they were prevented from penetrating and repelled bloodily. 
The fire attacks on the foremost positions increase, and on clear days there is a lot 


of air activity. According to the Dormoise group's order of May 16, the battalion is 
now again subordinate to the Argonne group. During the stand-by position, one 
company is always taken back to Montchentin to rest for 7 days in order to enable 
the troops to recover as much as possible. The MG companies have always been 
based in the "Saalburg camp". On May 22, the two Landsturm battalions led by 
Major Schmack Ldw.Inf.Rgt. 116, formed the "L" regiment; tactical orders are still 
given by the Ldw.Inf.Rgt. 118 

Position and on-call duty continues in regular alternation. Through tireless 
work it was possible to get the water in the fighting trenches under control, so that 
the position can now be easily passed everywhere. Likewise, all wire obstacles 
have been reinforced, and many a vain attempt by the enemy proves that even 
monotonous duty in the positions cannot reduce the vigilance of the troops. 
Despite frequent artillery bombardments, despite repeated infantry and machine 
gun attacks on each other, the battalion suffered only minor casualties. Almost 
with regret 
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On June 20, 1918, the news was heard that the battalion was being 
withdrawn from the current formation. Regimental orders and a personal letter 
from the division commander dated June 20 prove that during this period the 


proven battalion did its duty in positional combat, as always. They are: 


Regimental orders of 20 June 18 

On leaving the regiment, I would like to express my appreciation and thanks 
to the Landsturm Battalion Rosenheim for its loyal service to the regiment, bid the 
battalion a hearty farewell and wish all officers, non-commissioned officers and 
enlisted men the best of health for the future. 


The commander of the 9th Ldw.Div. writes: 


Unfortunately, you and your excellent battalion are leaving our command 
area by higher order. I hate to see you part. As was to be expected, the good 
Bavarian mountain people, under excellent officers, have fully done their duty 
here. Will you, please, also announce that to the troops in my name. With best 
wishes for you and your gentlemen, I wish the brave battalion recognition, 
happiness and success in its new assignment. 

Signed Count Roedern, Lieutenant General. 


The battalion, which is currently on stand-by, is occupied by parts of the 
Ldw.Inf.Rgt. 116 detached. 

Staff, 1st Company, the two M.G.K. and collect baggage in the "Grunewald 
camp" (east of Vaux-lez-Mourons). The 3rd Company moved to Sechault, the 2nd 
Company to Vouziers and the 4th Company to the "Freiburg camp" (southwest of 
Ripont); the troops move into mentioned places resp. camp accommodation. 

Battalion headquarters with baggage and the two M.G.K. marched on June 
22 to the "Ludwigsgrund camp" (south-west of Monthois), the 1st Company to the 
"Nightingale camp" in a forest ravine between Séchault and Gratreuil. The 
battalion is subordinate to Group "Perthes" and, with the exception of the 2nd and 
Ath Companies, is part of the 88th Inf.Div. allocated; 4 Company belongs to 228 


Inf.Div., 2 Company reports directly to the group. The latter company provides 
security in Vouziers. Some of the accommodation is good, some leaves a lot to be 
desired, especially as some camps are subject to heavy shelling. It will be about 90 
g. v. NCOs and enlisted men from the individual companies pulled out to scattered 
commands of the Ldst.Inf.Batl. Wehlau (I 9) to replace. The rest of the three 
infantry companies had to spend the night building their positions in the front line, 
which was strenuous. The M.G.K. work on the construction of M.G. nests. 
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The "Freiburg camp" near Ripont is frequently bombarded with gas, so that 
gas poisoning occasionally occurs. On June 26th, according to the orders of the 
88th Inf.Div. Battalion Headquarters and 1st Comp. Accommodation in Monthois, 
the 3rd and 4th Companies, by order of the 228th Inf.Div., some in the 
"Ludwigsbasisr". The 2nd Company is also placed under the battalion again and 
assigned the stations of Savigny, St. Morel and Monthois, as well as the Joyeuse- 
Ferme as a restricted line, in order to be manned by stronger guards and 
commands. In addition, "scattered collection points" will be set up at the three 
stations mentioned. From now on, the duties and assignments of the individual 
companies in the battalion change almost daily, and the preparatory work for a 
large-scale offensive of our own requires increased performance from the battalion 
as well. 

The 1st Company is transferred to St. Morel on June 27 and is used there for 
road construction. On the same day the 88th Inf.Div. by the 33rd Res.Div. 
detached; the divisions in position bear the names of their sections from now on, so 
that e.g. For example, the 3rd and half of the 4th Company belonged to the 
“Tahure" division, while the rest of the 4th Company belonged to the "Ripont" 
division. Within these sections, the companies work on strengthening the fighting 
position and also provide road police service. When the weather is clear, the 
enemy tries to disrupt troop movements by bomb squadrons as far as possible. The 
places of St. Morel, Monthois, most of the camps and crossroads are under long- 
range fire, consequently staying there is not exactly pleasant. On July 7, 1918, our 
commander is appointed commander of the blocked line; the two M.G.K. used for 
anti-aircraft defense. The enormous traffic, which takes on eerie dimensions 
especially at night, places the highest demands on the security and road police 
services. In addition, the enemy seeks, wherever he can, to cause confusion and 
disruption with artillery and aircraft. Your own artillery is reinforced everywhere, 
huge ammunition transports, tanks, resembling monsters of the past, and in 
between troops of all kinds enliven the dusty streets as darkness falls. A few times, 
including from July 9th to 13th, parts of the battalion had to be deployed as a 
security crew for the "R 1 position". The 1st Company occupied the R 1 position 
near Fontaine-en-Dormois (north of Ripont), which was under heavy artillery fire 
day and night. Losses of dead and wounded are recorded, nonetheless and despite 
the difficult provisions, all members of the battalion show the best will to meet 
these demands. 

On July 14, the 1st Company marched via Gratreuil to Manre to take over 
the group's prisoner assembly point there. In the night of July 15, 1918, the 
“German offensive" began with a powerful barrage and the first French prisoners 
arrived in the prison camp in the course of the morning. Until July 17th is in 
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Perthes—Tahure—Ripont section Snatched a large chunk of terrain from the 
enemy. About 2,500 prisoners, including 45 officers, are brought in. The 
continuous heavy artillery barrage, day and night, eases off somewhat from July 
17th. The two M.G.K. are suddenly gathered together in Séchault on the evening of 
July 20th and early the following day have the “H.W.L. II.” at Cernay, since the 
enemy has re-entered at this point in the front line. On July 24th, further parts of 
the battalion, namely the 2nd Company on the "Nassauerrücken" (western Tahure) 
and the 4th Company from "Butte de Tahure" in the "H.W.L. II.” is used. The 
M.G.K. take up reserve positions in the Fontaine-Cernay section, the 3rd Company 
posts at the Aisne crossings in the Brécy-Voncq line. On July 26, after about an 
hour's barrage, the French attempted another attack to recapture the lost territory 
in the Perthes-Ripont area. The attack fails and from then on there is relative calm. 
It stays with the usual mutual annoyances that always keep friend and foe in 
suspense. The companies are mainly working in the front line to rebuild the 
positions they have won. They also form the crew of the “H.W.L. II.” in the event of 
an attack. The health of the battalion suffers as a result of severe influenza 
diseases. The catering is also not what it used to be and the stuck offensive puts 
pressure on the mood. On August 1st, the 3rd Company resigned from surveillance 
duty on the Aisne and took part in the strengthening of the position. By August 
27th, the prison camp in Manre had also been evacuated and the ranks and men of 
1st Company no longer needed for guard duty joined the 228th Inf.Div. and are 
placed after the "Freiburg camp" (near Ripont), so that from August 28 this 
company is also used for position building. 

The companies are housed partly in barracks, partly in tunnels; only the 
battalion staff with large baggage in Monthois enjoys the advantage of local 
accommodation. From July 12 to 18, the battalion commander was assigned to a 
course at the army gas school in Berlin, during which time the leader of the 3rd 
Company, Lieutenant Welsch, was in charge of the battalion. On September 11 the 
3rd Company also joined the 228th Inf.Div. assigned and receives accommodation 
in the "nightingale camp". The company also did labor service in the “H.W.L. I." 

After the 228th Inf.Div. on September 13, are subordinate to staff with the 
two M.G. Comp. and the 1st and 3rd Companies of the 202nd Inf.Div. or the 408th 
Inf.Brig. On September 15, the commander of Group "Perthes", Generalleutnant 
Wild von Hohenborn, had the parts of the battalion responsible for the local 
defense of Monthois alerted. During the subsequent inspection, he makes Austria's 
peace offer 
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known. According to K.T.B. and instruction of the 202nd Inf.Div. from September 
17th, the battalion is withdrawn from its current assignment and has to be ready to 
march "on call" from September 20th, 1918. The officers and men assigned within 
the group are mainly relieved and resign to the battalion. On September 18, Major 
Schilling went on vacation lasting several weeks, so that Lieutenant Welsch was 
again in command of the battalion as a deputy. 

This period of trench warfare has passed in mad to and fro. The time before 
and after the July 15, 1918 offensive left lasting impressions. Both during the 
trench warfare and during the construction work in the 1st and 2nd positions, 


which was to be carried out under the most difficult conditions imaginable, the 
battalion gave its best to the fatherland with Complete dedication to the great 
cause. The demands on performance, courage and endurance were particularly 
high during the July offensive. The battalion has also fully met these increased 
demands, true to its previous practice. Numerous top awards prove the recognition 
that the behavior of the brave Bavarian Landsturm men and their leaders has 
found. With growing fury at the enemy, to whom all sources of help in the world 
are open, while we and our poor fatherland are closed off, we approach the 
immediate future, with the hope of being able to fight for the long-awaited peace 
for our homeland after all. 


IX. Defensive battle in Champagne and on the Meuse. 


Evacuation of the Occupied Territory. 
(September 21 to November 9, 1918.) 


The spring offensive of 1918, which went so brilliantly, with its successes 
bordering on the miraculous, could not be exploited because of the further political 
situation, despite the peace with Russia and the Ukraine. The western front was 
not relieved to the extent hoped for. Too large masses of troops remained tied up 
in the East and above all in Italy. Difficulties at home also increased, since the 
people, who were cut off from all supplies, could no longer resist the general 
misery and hunger. The worn-out troops, who had far surpassed anything that had 
previously existed in a war lasting more than four years, were now at the end of 
their strength. In the late summer of 1918, for lack of sufficient reserves, the 
wonderful successes achieved in the spring had to be abandoned again. With the 
support of the Americans, whose help is only now really coming into its own, the 
enemy appears to be about to launch an attack itself 
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to intend. As a result, there are significant regroupings, which also affect the 
Rosenheim Battalion. 

By order of the "Oberbaustabes Brunhild" of September 19, 1918, to which 
from now on the battalion is subordinate, still in the area of the 3rd Army, it has to 
move into accommodation in the following way until September 21: 

Battalion Headquarters and 2nd Company in Charpentry on the Buanthe, 

1st Company in camp Plieningen near Montblainville, west of the Aire, 

1. M.G.Comp. and 3rd Company in the Jäger camp near Very, 

2. M.G.Comp. and 4th Company in Cheppy. 

On September 20th, the staff and large baggage set off overland to the 
ordered accommodation and set themselves up in a half-shot-up farm in the village 
or in the Charpentry heap of rubble. On the same day, the companies set off and 
moved into temporary quarters in the "Saalburglager" with the smallest 
occupancy. In the early morning of the following day, in cloudy, rainy weather, we 
march across the Argonne. By the evening the commanded accommodations have 
been reached and occupied. As a result of the more than tight occupancy, but even 
worse because of the vermin plague, rest is unthinkable. As early as September 
22nd, the companies were deployed to build positions in the “Brunhild Position”. 
The battalion is given the b. miner comp. 7 and two fleet columns added. In view of 
the tense situation and the resulting need for a deep structure, the 3rd Infantry 


and 1st M.G. Comp. to Esperance-Ferme (north-west of Baulny), the 4th Company 
was transferred to the 1st Company at the "Plieningen" camp. In tactical terms, the 
battalion is part of the 1st Guards Inf.Div. to cast the “H. W. L. II.” In the course of 
the day, the company commanders explore and determine approach routes, 
company sections, machine gun positions and occupation plan. Meanwhile, the 
expansion of the H.W. L. worked. The enemy artillery tried to disrupt all defensive 
measures and took well-aimed fire on positions, intermediate areas, camps and 
important roads. An enemy attack of the greatest style seems to be imminent and 
at 11:30 a.m. on September 25, 1918, an order from the 1st Guards Inf.Div. the 
battalion, after which the positions in the “H.W.L. II.” are to be occupied by all 
available teams. At midnight on September 25 and 26, a downright murderous fire 
of all calibers began, which at first was only weakly returned by our artillery. In 
some cases, the enemy uses gas and smoke projectiles, which shroud the entire 
area in an impenetrable, stuffy fog. Despite the insane fire, the companies pave the 
way to the positions, where unfortunately many a good comrade has to lose their 
life. Until 7 a.m 
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the commanded occupation can be reported as completed. The crossing over the 
Aire, whose few bridges are under the heaviest barrage, is particularly difficult. 
With hand grenades and ammunition ready and their gas masks exposed at times, 
the troops await the enemy. Around 8 o'clock the enemy artillery fire weakened. 
Unfortunately, the thick fog lying on the site hinders the lead, but makes it easier 
for the enemy to come by by surprise. Above us, the engines of the planes hum at a 
low altitude, and you can clearly distinguish between our own and enemy machines 
by the noise. The battalion sector extends from southwest Montblainville to east of 
Very, on both sides of the Aire. Parts of the 1st Garde-Inf.Brig are deployed in front 
of us. The infantry and machine-gun fire sounds ever closer, and when the sun 
victoriously displaces the fog around 10 a.m., we see that the enemy has gained 
ground east of the Aire. On the heights at Cheppy, towards Charpentry, at least 10 
enemy tanks are rolling forward, but some of these are soon set on fire by us, 
whereupon the rest halt and turn back. An enemy plane is also brought down. 
From the front comes the report that the enemy has taken Cheppy and Very, so 
that the parts of the battalion deployed east of the Aire are fighting back through 
Baulny towards the forest of Montrebeau. The machine guns deployed at 
Charpentry make a significant contribution to stopping the enemy . The 1st M.G. 
Comp. takes 5 prisoners alone (Americans) and destroys an attacking enemy 
company with well-aimed fire. The parts deployed west of the Aire held the 
position until around 5 o'clock in the afternoon. Only on the orders of the 1st 
Guards Inf.Div. did they withdraw to Baulny and on to St. Juvin, wading through 
the Aire. The losses suffered by the battalion on this day of fighting are quite great, 
and valuable pieces of equipment, weapons and files are destroyed by artillery 
shelling of barracks and camps. 

On September 27, on the orders of the 1st Garde-Inf.-Div. the battalion on 
the "Lichtenauerhöhe", south-east of Sommerance and occupies this height from 
which it can intervene in the fighting for Exermont. The "Marienschlucht" east of 
the Lichtenauerhöhe is also conquered with a company and M.G. occupied. The 
detachment moves partly bivouac, partly the shelters on the height. The enemy is 
attacking Exermont, which is within our grasp. Enemy tanks keep trying to 


advance, but just as often the foremost are set on fire. Back and forth the battle 
rages at our feet, brave Baden troops, long awaited, contest every inch of ground 
from the overpowering enemy. Our M.G. often engage in combat from on high. On 
September 30, the battalion, which had suffered some casualties in the meantime, 
received orders to withdraw to Buzancy and assemble there. Since two field 
kitchens were lost during the days of fighting, the 
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Meals difficult and irregular. The rather exhausted and worn-out battalion is happy 
about the withdrawal. However, this relief does not affect the two M.G.K., which 
the leader of the M.G.-S.S.Abt. 71, 56th Inf.Brig., 52nd Inf.Div. assumed and again 
at Landres resp. be used on the Lichtenauerhohe. Battalion headquarters and 
infantry companies, after finding poor shelter in Buzancy, were assigned to the 
"Grandpré" section of the Brunhild Oberbaustabes. They met in Chevieres on 
October 2nd. Grandpré accommodation. Shortly after arriving in Cheviéres, at 
midday, enemy artillery fired heavily on this place. The 1st and 3rd Companies 
suffered heavy, bloody casualties and it was impossible to remain in the completely 
unprotected, bullet-riddled town for any length of time. The companies therefore 
withdraw in the afternoon across the Aire to a wooded hollow near the Chineray 
Farm, north of Grandpré, and set up camp there. A few days later, the battalion or 
the baton in the bivouac. On October 3rd, under the guidance of officers of the 
Pion.-Batl. 354 Timbering and fortification work north of the Aire, near Grandpré. 
Not only the approach routes, but also the work sites are under artillery fire, so 
that the battalion again suffers bloody casualties several times. Only the iron will 
to endure gives the troops the strength to endure the hardships of weeks of 
bivouacking in cold, wet weather without enough blankets, tents and coats. On 
October 6, the MG officer on the staff brought the news that the leader of the 1st 
MG Komp. fallen, both Companies suffered heavy losses and that they would now 
soon be pulled out of the fighting position. Half of the battalion is based at 
Grandpré in the bases of the "Brunhild Position" as a security crew, while the other 
half continues to work on expanding the position. Since the withdrawn light 
artillery takes up firing positions close to our bivouac place, the accommodation 
there begins to become uncomfortable. 

On the orders of the General Command 1st Res.Corps (Aisne protection), the 
infantry companies and the staff marched to Briquenay on October 10, from where 
the troops were transported to Vouziers or Vouziers by truck. to be transported to 
Attigny. The battalion is now back on road policing duty and guarding the Aisne 
crossings. Enemy planes appear in dense squadrons and drop bombs over Vouziers 
and Attigny, inflicting military and civilian casualties. The battalion is miraculously 
spared. The planned withdrawal of artillery and the main part of the infantry is 
carried out in the greatest order, almost never disturbed by the enemy. On the 
night of October 12, traffic across the Aisne bridges peaks; about 10 a.m. all but 
the rear guard is on the north bank of the river, and the bridges, except for meals 
difficult and irregular. The rather exhausted and worn-out battalion is happy about 
the withdrawal. However, this relief does not affect the two M.G.K., which the 
leader of the M.G.-S.S.Abt. 71, 56th Inf.Brig., 52nd Inf.Div. assumed and again at 
Landres resp. be used on the Lichtenauerhohe. Battalion headquarters and 
infantry companies, after finding poor shelter in Buzancy, were assigned to the 
"Grandpré" section of the Brunhild Oberbaustabes. They met in Chevieres on 
October 2. Grandpré accommodation. Shortly after arriving in Cheviéres, at 


midday, enemy artillery fired heavily on this place. The 1st and 3rd Companies 
suffered heavy, bloody casualties and it was impossible to remain in the completely 
unprotected, bullet-riddled town for any length of time. The companies therefore 
withdraw in the afternoon across the Aire to a wooded hollow near the Chineray 
Farm, north of Grandpré, and set up camp there. A few days later, the battalion or 
the baton in the bivouac. On October 3, under the guidance of officers of the Pion.- 
Batl. 354 Timbering and fortification work north of the Aire, near Grandpré. Not 
only the approach routes, but also the work sites are under artillery fire, so that 
the battalion again suffers bloody casualties several times. Only the iron will to 
endure gives the troops the strength to endure the hardships of weeks of 
bivouacking in cold, wet weather without enough blankets, tents and coats. On 
October 6, the MG officer on the staff brought the news that the leader of the 1st 
MG Comp. fallen, both Companies suffered heavy losses and that they would now 
soon be pulled out of the fighting position. Half of the battalion is based at 
Grandpré in the bases of the "Brunhild Position" as a security crew, while the other 
half continues to work on expanding the position. Since the withdrawn light 
artillery takes up firing positions close to our bivouac place, the accommodation 
there begins to become uncomfortable. 

On the orders of the General Command 1st Res.Corps (Aisne protection), the 
infantry companies and the staff marched to Briquenay on October 10th, from 
where the troops were transported to Vouziers or Vouziers by truck. to be 
transported to Attigny. The battalion is now back on road policing duty and 
guarding the Aisne crossings. Enemy planes appear in dense squadrons and drop 
bombs over Vouziers and Attigny, inflicting military and civilian casualties. The 
battalion is miraculously spared. The planned withdrawal of artillery and the main 
part of the infantry is carried out in the greatest order, almost never disturbed by 
the enemy. On the night of October 12, traffic across the Aisne bridges peaks; 
about 10 a.m. all but the rear guard is on the north bank of the river, and the 
bridges, except for 
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few emergency bridges, blown up. Now the battalion is being withdrawn further. 
Staff, 3rd and 4th Companies march to Le Chesne, 1st and 2nd Companies to 
Lametz. The two MG companies, completely exhausted, joined the battalion in Le 
Chesne. Due to the strong consideration of the places, one is glad to get under a 
protective roof at all; empty, half-ruined barns and stables for the troops, outdoor 
bivouacs for the horses, offer the only possibility of accommodation. Considering 
the transport difficulties, the food is there relatively punctually, and there is plenty 
of it. The mood was very depressed as a result of the constant retreat. After the 
Oberbaustab "Brunhild" has been withdrawn for other activities, the battalion is 
subordinate to the General of the Engineers Army High Command 3 for the 
expansion of the "Le Chesne-Riegel". The commander of the Oberbaustabs, 
Generalleutnant von Malakowsky, bids farewell to the battalion on October 14 and 
expresses his full praise and recognition for the excellent combat performance of 
the troops. 

Until October 20, the infantry and M.G. Comp. united in the widely spaced 
construction sites of the "Le Chesne-Riegel". On this day, by order of Army High 
Command 3, the battalion is to move to Charleville. The companies and baggage, 
which took up temporary quarters in halfway well-considered towns, soaked 


through, frozen through and exhausted, did not arrive in Meziéres near Charleville 
until the afternoon of October 21. The troops are directed to the citadel, where the 
staff arrived the day before, and find good accommodation there. A rest day is 
greeted with joy, but the tired body is not only longing for rest; almost more urgent 
is the desire of everyone, officers and men alike, for thorough cleaning, for 
liberation from the bugs that almost eat everyone up. 

As the front was withdrawn, the battalion was repeatedly moved back. 
Sometimes reception positions are created for the fencing troops, sometimes the 
service is limited to securing the crossings and regulating the return march. From 
Charleville it goes to Sedan, where the battalion works on the construction of the 
positions from October 25. Abandoned and in the western parts almost completely 
built up into a fort, this city has known only happy intermittent life. Military 
hospitals and other buildings designed for the care and maintenance of the troops 
at the front are empty, at most riddled with a horde of unclean elements — mostly 
younger soldiers — who have been hiding behind the front for weeks, 
ignominiously abandoning their fighting comrades, pretending not to own their 
troops to find. On the evening of November 5, 1918, this horde, who do not 
deserve the name "German soldiers", behaved very meanly, supported by the 
marauding population and Russian and French prisoners, starting pointless 
destruction an 
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plundering the large provision stores and marquetry shops there. A strong 
detachment of the battalion - all reliable people under determined leaders - uses 
the weapon against the gang and saves valuable goods, important food for the 
fighting troops. 

On November 6 and 7, the station and important bridges over the Maas are 
blown up by pioneers. Front-line troops occupy the prepared positions from the 
heights west and south of Sedan. The march back through Sedan, which now 
begins, proceeds without major disruption, for the battalion maintains strict street 
discipline through posts and patrols. According to the orders of the commander of 
103rd Inf.Div. On November 9, at 6 a.m. in the pouring rain, the battalion with all 
its baggage, but only 23 officers and 469 men strong, moved away from the Sedan, 
which was already shaking under the booming gunfire and whose few residents 
crawled anxiously into the cellar. It begins: 


X. March Home. 
(November 9 to December 21, 1918.) 


The battalion marched as a body, with full luggage, along a completely 
broken, bottomless, dirty country road in the direction of the Belgian border. Wet 
and frozen, we stop in a forest between La Chapelle and Bouillon and finally 
bivouac. Due to the wet weather it is an impossibility to light a campfire; when 
severe frost sets in overnight, it is a relief that the onward march begins as early 
as possible. The sight of the retreating masses, where discipline often appears to 
have been relaxed, is disconsolate. The thought of having to retreat now, after 
years of standing up against an overwhelming enemy without being defeated, is 
terrifying for us front-line soldiers. This first day of the actual retreat, the retreat 
of what was once the proudest army in the world, will remain indelibly written in 
the grieving hearts of every participant. The streets are lined with fallen limbers 


and artillery pieces, with half-burned cars and wagons, with looted barrels and 
crates, with weapons and pieces of equipment of all kinds. In addition, the soldiers 
are flooding back in disorderly squads, laughing and joking and not wanting to 
understand the seriousness of the moment or be able. Our Bavarian Landsturm 
battalion forms a pleasant contrast to this and at least lets the inhabitants of the 
villages we pass through look like “German soldiers” again. The route leads 
through Belgium via Bouillon, Bellevaux, Bertrix, Tournay, Neufchateau and Vitry 
until the Belgian-Luxembourg border is crossed at Tintange or Martelange on 
November 16. On November 11, 1918, shortly after the 
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stood still, the rumors about the domestic political situation in our poor fatherland 
intensified into a devastating certainty. The return march is now well-ordered, and 
strict discipline is taking hold. Solid and in impeccable marching order, the troops 
of the "Group Wild" move through Luxembourg via Kottschette, Ettelbrück, 
Diekirch and Bettendorf. Everywhere the people of Luxembourg are doing their 
best to find accommodation, even if the attitude is not very pro-German. Even the 
smallest service is difficult for the inhabitants to pay for, and yet the troops are 
usually only housed in empty or half-filled barns and barns. On November 19, 
1918, at 10 a.m., the battalion crossed the German border, which was decorated 
with a pine gate and flags, near Wollendorf. With music and singing, melancholy in 
the innermost heart, the small German village is permeated, whose mostly female 
residents wave friendly to the Landsturm men. We continue through the villages of 
the Rhineland, decorated with greenery and waving flags, where old and young 
compete, with cheering greetings and acclamations, with small gifts, etc., to make 
us soldiers at the front forget all the suffering of recent times. 

In frosty but wonderfully beautiful weather, the path leads through the Eifel 
to the Moselle, which is reached near Cochem on November 24th. The march 
through the Eifel, which offers a magnificent picture in the hoarfrost, leads now 
over sunny heights, now through deep valleys and gorges covered with gloomy 
forests through the towns of Nattenheim, Eisenschmitt and Gillenfeld, in which the 
battalion each with great willingness and extensive hospitality. Each of us feels 
extremely well the recognition that these unspoilt, staid residents of the German 
borderlands pay to the achievements of those who, with indomitable heroism, kept 
the direct horrors of war away from their homeland for more than 4 years. 

The march through Cochem, the idyllically beautiful, legendary little town 
on the Moselle, turns out to be a real triumph. A rest day in nearby Clotten makes 
it possible to get to know not only the goodness of the inhabitants but also that of 
the wines. First on the left and then on the right bank of the Moselle, whose vine- 
covered heights bear castles and ruins, the path continues via Brodenbach, where 
good quarters are again prepared for the battalion, to the Rhine, to Coblenz. In 
Coblenz, the barracks are ready to accommodate the battalion for non- 
commissioned officers and enlisted men, while accommodation is provided for the 
officers in inns. Both in Brodenbach and in Coblenz, the local soldiers’ council, 
which has recently come into action and is led by officers, settles the question of 
accommodation in a satisfactory manner. 
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After a day's rest in beautiful Coblenz, the Rhine is crossed on November 29, 
1918. But how different are the feelings from those who moved us when the 
battalion passed this stream near Kehl in September 1914, jubilant and confident 
of victory. 

The march continues past the Ehrenhöhenstein Fortress, via Ober-Elbert 
and Görgeshausen into Hesse. Here, too, the scenic charms captivate all the 
senses and make it easier to endure the exertion of the long marches. Every town, 
even the smallest, through which the path leads, is adorned and welcomes us like 
winners. The further path, which leads through the much-sung about Limburg on 
the Lahn, via Heckholzhausen, via the old Weilburg to Altenkirchen, seems almost 
fairytale-like. Most of the shelter locations are overcrowded with all types of 
troops, but there is still room for the battalion. The warmth with which the 
"Bavarians" are received everywhere makes up for the many other inconveniences. 
Vollnkirchen in Hesse is reached on December 4th and a longer, albeit involuntary, 
rest is made there. The battalion is approaching the railway line on which, if 
transport is possible, it is to be transported home. In the arduous march of almost 
600 km that has now come to an end, the troops have proved that Bavarian 
courage endures to the end. 

With the order of the day of December 8, 1918, the High Command of the 
3rd Army bids farewell to the subordinate troops as follows: 


The 202nd Inf.Div. 


For almost a month the 3rd Army, coming from enemy territory, has been 
marching home with unbroken courage and its head held high. 

Leaders and troops have achieved great things and solved all the tasks that 
the marches from the Maas through the Ardennes, the Eifel with few roads and 
beyond the Rhine presented to them, with devotion and loyalty to duty, despite the 
rough weather and inadequate accommodation. For this, all units and each 
individual deserve the thanks of the fatherland. 

I express my fullest appreciation to the division for its achievements to date, 
in the confidence that the division will continue to do its duty until the 
demobilization has taken place. 


The Commander-in-Chief 
signed by a 


On December 12, the battalion for rail transport of the 1st b. Inf.Div. 
unstructured and has changed quarters for the time being. From December 13 to 
18 the battalion in Pohlgöns near Butzbach is excellently housed and cared for. 
The touching care on the part of the residents, which does the good Bavarian 
Landsturm men so good, 
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In the end, despite all the longing for home, it even makes it very difficult to 
say goodbye. Finally, on December 19, 10 a.m. in the morning, the battalion is 


loaded in Wetzlar and, after a long, cold journey in wagons with demolished seats 
and smashed windows, reaches Augsburg on December 21, 1918. 

This city, which for years provided the replacement for the battalion, whose 
gifts made the troops happy at so many war Christmases, welcomes its sons with 
dignity and with visible joy. Cheered and greeted by dense crowds, the battalion 
makes its first entry into a Bavarian town. The next day, the city council donates a 
drink of honor consisting of "Bock beer, sausages, pretzels and cigars" to the 
rested and cleansed warriors in the festively decorated Ludwigsbau. 

Even if all the participants who went into the field with the beautiful 
battalion hoped for a different homecoming, each individual is glad and happy to 
be able to be "home" again. 

Before we leave the battalion, we want to think gratefully of those good and 
brave ones who, protecting their dear homeland from wartime hardship, sealed the 
pledge of loyalty with their heart's blood. More than 60 dead, including many 
fathers of families, lie outside in enemy soil. The battalion also has about 140 
seriously and slightly wounded in its list of casualties. With over 1,000 men, the 
freshly formed battalion moved into the field from Munich — not counting the two 
machine gun companies who only joined during the course of the war — with, all in 
all, about 450 men moving into Augsburg. 

With the exception of a small demobilization commando, all those who 
returned home can be released on December 23 or 24, so that the vast majority 
can go back to their civil professions and celebrate the 5th Christmas of this war at 
home with their wives and children. The company commanders, sergeants and 
some Clerical staff who are still entrusted with the other work are also on leave to 
go home over the holidays. The final release work in the companies lasted until 
January 12, 1919, but in the battalion this work dragged on until January 31, 1919, 
so that the Rosenheim battalion actually only ceased to exist on this day. 

In the glorious history of the 1914/18 World War, despite the unfortunate 
outcome, the brave Bavarian Landsturmbataillon Rosenheim will forever have an 
honorable place. 


